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SHELBY COUNTY SCHOOLS 

OPTIONAL 
SCHOOLS 

Discover Your Options 



Gold 

"It's more than a school, it's a community. My teachers are almost 
like college professors. The level of education is just superior 

to what I've had in the past." 

Student 



No matter what your child’s goals and interests are, you can find a great fit in one of our 
unique and competitive Optional programs. With 47 elementary, middle and high school 

programs across Shelby County, you can always find an Optional school close to you!

Parents and family members,

If you are reading this letter, it is because you are taking an active role in your child’s education. The 
search for your child’s next educational experience is an extremely important step and an exciting 
experience.

If you are like me, then there are several core qualities you value most when searching for the perfect 
fit for your student: rigorous learning opportunities, caring and highly qualified teachers, a safe and 
nurturing environment, and a well-rounded school experience. The Optional Program at Shelby County 
Schools (SCS) offers all of the above.

I have had the joy and privilege of directing the Optional Program for over 30 years. Not a week passes 
without hearing from someone connected to the program – from former graduates thanking us for the 
challenging experiences that have helped lead them to successful degrees and careers to parents of new 
students who are simply amazed by the high-quality education available in our Optional schools free of 
tuition. 

Our Optional schools cater to students’ unique interests and learning styles and are renowned locally 
and across Tennessee. Specialized programs include College Prep; International Baccalaureate (IB); 
Dual Language Immersion; Montessori; Global Health Studies; Creative and Performing Arts; Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM); Engineering; International Studies; Information 
Technology and many more. 

Optional programs foster an environment of high expectations where your child will learn beside 
classmates who are similarly driven to succeed. Every year, our students earn prestigious honors, 
competing against peers statewide, nationwide, and internationally. From Broadway productions to 
Presidential Scholarships, our students are cultivating the knowledge and skills to realize their dreams.

Every child has their own destination for learning and life, and I invite you to find that destination in one 
of our 47 Optional schools. 

Come see what we have to offer. We look forward to meeting you and your child!

Sincerely,

Linda Sklar
Director of Optional Schools
Shelby County Schools
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
• Balmoral-Ridgeway (1-5)
• Brewster (1-5)
• Brownsville Road (1-5)
• Carnes (1-5)
• Cordova (1-5)
• Delano (1-5)
• Double Tree (K-5)
• Douglass School (K-8)
• Downtown  (1-5)
• John P. Freeman (1-8)
• Germantown (1-5)
• Grahamwood (1-5)
• Idlewild (K-5)
• Keystone (1-5)
• Oak Forest (1-5)
• Peabody (1-5)
• Riverwood  (1-5)
• Rozelle (K-5)
• Sherwood (1-5)
• Snowden School (1-8)
• Springdale-Memphis Magnet (1-5)
• Treadwell (K-5)
• Vollentine (K-5)
• Whitehaven (1-5)
• Willow Oaks (1-5)

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
• Bellevue (6-8)
• Colonial (6-8)
• Cordova (6-8)
• Craigmont (6-8)
• Cummings School (1-8)
• Douglass School (K-8)
• John P. Freeman (1-8)
• Germantown (6-8)
• Havenview (6-8)
• Ridgeway (6-8)
• Maxine Smith STEAM Academy (6-8)
• Snowden School (1-8)
• White Station (6-8)

HIGH SCHOOLS
• Bolton (9-12)
• Central (9-12)
• Craigmont (9-12)
• East (9-12)
• Germantown (9-12)
• Kingsbury (9-12)
• Overton (9-12)
• Ridgeway (9-12)
• Whitehaven (9-12)
• White Station (9-12)
• Wooddale (9-12)

Arts & Academics
Colonia Middle
Automotive/Information 
Technology
Bolton High
Aviation/Travel & Tourism
Wooddale High
Business & Finance
Whitehaven High
Chess & Public Service
Douglass School (K-8)
College Prep
Bellevue Middle
Cordova Middle
Cummings School (1-8)
John P. Freeman (1-8)  
Germantown Middle
Snowden School (1-8)
White Station Middle
Central High
Craigmont High (Intl. Studies)
East High (Engineering)
Whitehaven High
White Station High
Wooddale High
Environmental Science/ 
Community Service
Riverwood Elementary
Computer Technology
Delano Elementary
Creative and Performing Arts
Rozelle Elementary
Colonial Middle
Germantown High
Overton High
Dual Language Immersion
Treadwell Elementary
Enriched Academics
Brewster Elementary
Cordova Elementary
Downtown Elementary
Grahamwood Elementary
Keystone Elementary (ECO)
Sherwood Elementary
Willow Oaks Elementary
Bellevue Middle
Cordova Middle

Cummings School (1-8)
John P. Freeman (1-8) 
Germantown Middle
Snowden School (1-8)
White Station Middle
Environmental Science
Carnes Elementary
Riverwood Elementary
Exploratory Learning
Springdale-Memphis Magnet 
Elementary
Global Health Studies
Kingsbury High
International Baccalaureate 
Schools
Balmoral-Ridgeway Elementary
Oak Forest Elementary
Ridgeway Middle
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme
Bolton High
Germantown High
Ridgeway High
International Studies
Brownsville Road Elementary
Germantown Elementary
Peabody Elementary
Craigmont Middle
Craigmont High
Montessori/Technology
Double Tree Elementary
Public Service & 
Communication Arts
Douglass High
Science & Technology
Idlewild Elementary
Science Exploration
Vollentine Elementary
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math)
Whitehaven Elementary
STEAM  (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts & Math)
Havenview Middle
Maxine Smith STEAM Academy
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• We were named a 2015 Reward School by the Tennessee Department of Education.

• We offer more than 40 Honors and Advanced Placement Courses for students.

• We offer a wide array of world languages: Spanish, French, Latin, German and Russian.

• Our 2015 graduates were offered over $33 million in scholarships.

Our teachers continuously challenge students to reach their potential inside and 
outside of the classroom. 

We have created an environment for each student to develop the academic and social skills necessary to be 
competitive in a global environment and highly successful workers, citizens and lifelong learners. 

• Seventy percent of teachers hold master's degrees

We have a vast selection of programs, clubs and opportunities to promote social 
and personal development in our students. 

• Our Creative and Performing Arts programs have been recipients of numerous local and national recognitions,
including recent honors from the GRAMMY Foundation and The New York Times.

• Four-star Student Council for the 18th consecutive year

• Our athletic program has produced numerous state championships and collegiate student-athletes.

• Our students are active volunteers throughout our Midtown community, as well as across the city of Memphis.
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• We received a level 5 growth rating in literacy for 2015, which is the state's highest rating for growth.

• Younger students have the unique opportunity to learn by using hands-on, self-correcting materials within

individualized work, which develops critical thinking and understanding.

• Students in fourth and fifth grades continue Montessori principles of individualized learning with

technology-enhanced projects and digital learning.

• Our open space design promotes a family-like atmosphere where teachers and students can collaborate.

Our teachers recognize that children learn in different ways and use unique, 
differentiated methods to meet students where they are. 

Each Montessori teacher is trained to serve as a resource, role model, demonstrator and observer of each child's 

behavior and growth. Teachers help students gain confidence by encouraging them to take risks and try 

new things. 

Our diverse extracurricular opportunities and use of modern technology helps 
students develop the skills they'll need to succeed in college and career settings. 

• Our library serves as a technology hub, featuring state-of-the-art research equipment, multimedia software,
desktop publishing tools and more.

• Music I Class Piano I Visual Art I Character Education I Choir

• Student Council I Dance Team I Book Club I Gardening Club I Drama Club I Student Technology Coordinators



• Our school continues to show significant growth in core areas, such as Literacy and Math.
• We have achieved double-digit gains in our graduation rates.

• We offer numerous honors level courses to prepare students for post-secondary opportunities.

Our teachers embrace diversity and maintain a culture of pride and respect for 
every student's individual interests and abilities. 

We are committed to creating a new generation of global leaders and communicators, while preparing 
them to become the agents of change for society. 

We have a vast selection of programs, clubs and opportunities to promote social 
and personal development in our students. 

I .I. 
• Our JRTOC Red Devil Battalion consistently ranks am·ong the nation's top JROTC programs by the United

States Army.

� 

• Students in our chess program compete on a
l' national level and rank among
!1\ the best chess players in the \ 

country.
• Through unique programs,

such as our Globetrotters
Organization, students are
exposed to numerous
college campuses outside
of Tennessee.

www.SCSK12.org/DouglassHighSchool

(901) 416-6149 I 3200 MT. OLIVE RD., MEMPHIS, TN 38108
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Our experienced 18 teachers are uniquely trained in the philosophy, 
methodologies and advanced curriculum that are staples of our highly 
specialized and challenging program. 

Our students demonstrate a strong commitment to learning, both the mastery of subject content and 
development of skills and discipline necessary for success in an increasingly competitive world. 

Our 18 students are: 

• Critical Thinkers • Highly Motivated • Naturally Curious • Lifelong Learners

By participating in an extensive selection of clubs, competitions, student 
organizations, athletics and fine arts, 18 graduates leave GHS as accomplished 
and well-rounded leaders. 

• Our students participate in 75 extracurricular clubs and organizations.

• Our 18 seniors complete over 10,000 service hours each year.

• Sixty-eight families have had multiple children in the program.

• In 2015, our 18 seniors averaged $450,000 each in college scholarships.

• We have students from over 40 different countries who speak over 19 different languages at home.

• The average ACT score for the 201418 senior class was 30.8.
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• Nationally recognized and award-winning music program

• 2015 GRAMMY Signature School Semifinalist

• Student performers invited to compete and showcase their talents in renowned venues and for national audiences

• Graduating seniors consistently awarded millions of dollars in scholarships

Our teachers are committed to guiding students on their journey to college and 
career success. As we move forward together, we strive for continuous improvement 
"Every Day, in Every Way!" 

• We bolster learning opportunities with statewide and national competitions.

• We have relationships with professional musicians and performers, who
regularly conduct master classes for our students.

We challenge our students to expand their interests and 
heighten their growth with advanced courses and a vast 
offering of extracurricular programs. 

• Numerous Honors-level and Advanced Placement courses

• Band I Piano | Guitar | Broadcasting I Creative Writing I Dance I Theatre I 

Orchestra I Visual Arts I Vocal Music

• Our boys and girls athletic programs have produced numerous state 
championships and collegiate student athletes. 
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Interested in applying to one of our Optional schools? 
Here’s what you should know:

4	 Applications are available at all of our Optional schools and in the Division of Optional Schools & 
Advanced Academics at the SCS Board of Education, 160 S. Hollywood St., Room C-106.  

4	 Applications are required for every student interested in enrolling in an Optional Program.

4	 Students who live inside the geographical zone of the requested Optional school may submit an 
application directly to that school.

4	 Students who live outside the geographical zone of the requested Optional school must submit an 
application to the Division of Optional Schools & Advanced Academics at the SCS Board of Education, 
160 S. Hollywood St., Room C-106.

4	 Students are eligible to renew their Optional transfer annually to the same program as long as all renewal 
requirements are maintained. Students who want to transfer from one Optional school to another must 
submit a new application during the designated application period. 

4	 Sibling preference is considered until 5 p.m. on February 12, 2016 for siblings of students who are 
currently enrolled and maintaining Optional program requirements at the same school.

For additional information about the application process, including application dates and 
submission details, please download our FAQs at www.scsk12.org/optional.

Optional School Entrance Requirements
4	 Specific entrance requirements vary by school and program and are generally based on report cards and 

standardized test scores.    

4	 A copy of the student’s current comprehensive report card and standardized test scores are required 
(unless official online access is available). 

4	 All new SCS applicants must provide a copy of their Social Security Card. 

4	 A birth certificate is required for new SCS Kindergarten applicants.  

4	 Transportation is the responsibility of the student’s parents/legal guardians. 

4	 For all Optional schools, final approval is contingent upon review of student’s second-semester/final 
report card. 

Each Optional school’s entrance requirements appear in alphabetical order on pages 55 - 67.
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Balmoral-Ridgeway Elementary
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests (applicants for first and second grades), scoring in the 70th percentile or above in total
reading and total mathematics.

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on their most recent report card.
• Score at or above the 70th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the current TCAP or other

nationally normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).
• Have a B average or above in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects, conduct, and attendance (including

promptness to school).
• Have no more than 15 absences, late arrivals, and/or early dismissals for the year.
• To remain in the program, a student must maintain the entrance requirements for grades, conduct, skills and behaviors, academic and

support subjects and attendance.

Bellevue Middle School
Applicants to the program must:

• Have A and B report card grade averages with no more than one C as a semester average in all subjects.
• Have scores at or above the 50th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on current TCAP or other

nationally normed achievement test.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies.
• To remain in the program, a student must maintain a semester average of C or above, with no D’s or below in all subjects, as well as

satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class). 
• Students must remain in the required Optional courses for each grade.

Bolton High School – International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme
Applicants to the IB Programme must:

• Score at or above the 70th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on current TCAP, other nationally
normed achievement test, or on current Explore, PLAN, or ACT test (Reading, English, and Mathematics).

• Score at or above the 70th percentile in Critical Reading, Writing Skills, and Mathematics sections on current PSAT or SAT test.
• Have A’s and B’s and no more than one C as a semester average in academic subjects, with no D’s or F’s as a semester average in any

subject.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies.
• Enroll in at least six IB courses during their junior and senior years.
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must submit a Renewal Application for Optional Schools, maintain a yearly average of C

or above in each subject per semester and enroll in the required program’s courses.  Also, the entrance requirements for conduct and 
attendance must be maintained

Bolton High School – Automotive Technology / Information Technology
Applicants to the AT/IT program must:

• Score at or above the 50th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on current TCAP, other nationally
normed achievement test, or on current Explore, PLAN, or ACT test (Reading, English, and Mathematics).

• Score at or above the 50th percentile in Critical Reading, Writing Skills, and Mathematics sections on current PSAT or SAT test.
• Have no grade below a C as a semester average in academic subjects, with no D’s or F’s as a semester average in any subject.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies.
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must submit a Renewal Application for Optional Schools, maintain a yearly average of C

or above in each subject per semester and enroll in the required program’s courses. Also, the entrance requirements for conduct and 
attendance must be maintained.
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Brewster Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, attaining the 60th percentile or above in total reading and total mathematics (first- and
second-grade applicants).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (first-grade
applicants).

• Score at or above the 60th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for grades three through five).

• Have no grade below a B for a semester or final average in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects, conduct,
and attendance (applicants for grades two through five).

• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school (no more than 15 absences, late arrivals, and/or early dismissals).
• To remain in the program, a student must maintain the listed requirements for grades, conduct, skills and behaviors, and attendance.

Brownsville Road Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, attaining the 60th percentile or above in total reading and total mathematics (first- and
second-grade applicants).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (first-grade
applicants).

• Score at or above the 60th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for grades three through five).

• Have no grade below a B for a semester or final average in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects, conduct,
and attendance (applicants for grades two through five).

• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school (no more than 15 absences, late arrivals, and/or early dismissals).
• To remain in the program, a student must maintain the listed requirements for grades, conduct, skills and behaviors, and attendance.

Carnes Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, attaining the 50th percentile or above in total reading and total mathematics (applicants
for first and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (first-grade
applicants).

• Have satisfactory, or above grades in conduct on most recent report card, and attain the 50th percentile or above on the Reading/
Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally normed achievement test (applicants for grades three 
through five).

• Have no grade below a C for a semester or final average in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects and
attendance (applicants for grades two through five).

• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school (no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early
dismissals).

• To remain in the program, a student must maintain an average of C or above in academic subjects, grades of satisfactory or above in
special subjects, and the entrance requirements for conduct, skills and behaviors and attendance (including promptness to school).

Central High School 
Applicants to the program must:

• Score at or above the 70th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP, other nationally
normed achievement test, or on current Explore, PLAN, or ACT test (Reading, English, and Mathematics).

• Score at or above the 70th percentile in Critical Reading, Writing Skills, & Mathematics sections on current PSAT or SAT test.
• Have a semester average of 3.0 in academic subjects with no grade below a C for the semester.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies.
• Applicants for eleventh grade must submit a transcript showing all high school work to date.
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must submit a Renewal Optional Application and maintain the entrance requirements for

grades, conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences and/or tardies).
• Students must enroll in the required Honors courses each semester.
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Colonial Middle School
Applicants to the Creative and Performing Arts program must:

• Have report card grades of A’s and B’s with no grades below a C as a semester average.
• Have satisfactory audition/interview/portfolio (Colonial staff will contact students who meet minimum entrance requirements).
• Score at or above the 50th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP or other nationally

normed achievement test.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies).
• To remain in the Creative and Performing Arts Optional Program, students must maintain at least a C average with no semester or final

grade of D or below, fulfill all requirements of the major department, and have satisfactory conduct and attendance.
Applicants to the Enriched Academics program must:

• Score at or above the 75th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test.

• Have report card grades of A’s and B’s with no more than one C as a semester average.
• To remain in the Enriched Academics Optional Program, students must maintain a C average or above in Enriched/Honors classes with

no semester or final grade of D or below.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies.

Cordova Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, attaining the 70th percentile or above in total reading and total mathematics (applicants
for first and second grades). 

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants
for first grade).

• Attain the 70th percentile or above on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally normed
achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Have a B average or above in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects, conduct, and attendance, including
promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals (applicants for grades two through five).

• To remain in the program, a student must maintain an A or B average in all academic subjects and have satisfactory grades in special
subjects, skills and behaviors, conduct, and attendance (including promptness to school).

• If a family chooses to move outside Cordova School’s boundaries, the student must meet the Optional Program’s requirements to
remain at the school.

Cordova Middle School
Applicants to the program must:

• Score at or above the 70th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test.

• Have a B average or above in all academic subjects, with satisfactory grades in special subjects, conduct, and attendance, including
promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences and/or tardies).

• To remain in the program, students must maintain an A or B average in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special
subjects, conduct, and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences and/or tardies).

• If a family chooses to move outside Cordova School’s boundaries, the student must meet the Optional Program’s requirements to
remain at the school. 

Craigmont High School
Applicants to the program must:

• Score at or above the 65th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts subtest on the current TCAP, other nationally normed
achievement test, or on current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test  (Critical Reading/Reading and English/Writing Skills).

• Have A or B semester averages with no more than one C as a semester average in any academic subject prior to admission.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies.
• To remain in the program, students must maintain an average of C or above in each subject each semester, with no grade lower than

a C in any academic subject, participate in all enrichment activities and projects, and maintain a record of satisfactory conduct and 
attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences or tardies).

• Students who maintain the Optional renewal requirements for Craigmont Middle School will be accepted into Craigmont High School’s
Optional Program on a continuation basis.
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Craigmont Middle School
Applicants to the program must:

• Score at or above the 65th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts subtest on the current TCAP or other nationally normed
achievement test.

• Have A or B report card grades with no more than one semester average of C in any academic subject prior to admission and
satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences and/or tardies).

• To remain in the program, students must maintain an overall C or above average each semester with no grade less than C in any
academic subject, as well as satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15
absences and/or tardies).

Cummings School (1-8)
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, attaining the 50th percentile or above in total reading and total mathematics (applicants
for first and second grades). 

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants
for first grade).

• Have a B average or above in all academic and support subjects and conduct (applicants for grades two through eight).
• Attain the 50th percentile or above on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally normed

achievement test (applicants for third through eighth grades).
• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals (all

applicants).
• To remain in the program, a student must maintain an overall C average in academic courses and satisfactory grades in support

subjects, have no semester grade lower than a C or S, have no F’s or U’s on the report card, maintain entrance requirements for 
conduct, academic and support subjects, skills and behaviors, and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no 
more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals). 

• Parents must sign the Parent Agreement annually.

Delano Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:
• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, attaining the 50th percentile or above in total reading and total math (applicants for first

and second grades). 
• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants

for first grade).
• Have successfully completed the previous year’s grade-level reader, and have no final grades below C (satisfactory or above in special

subjects), (applicants for second through fifth grades).
• Attain the 50th percentile or above on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally normed

achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early

dismissals (all applicants).
• To remain in the program, a student must maintain C’s or above in academic subjects and grades of satisfactory or above in support

subjects. The entrance requirements for conduct, skills, and behaviors, and attendance must be maintained. 
• Parents must sign the Parent Agreement annually.

Double Tree Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Submit an Application for Optional Schools at the Board of Education, 160 S. Hollywood, Room C106 (applicants who live outside the
Double Tree geographical boundaries).

• Provide original copy of birth certificate (applicants for Kindergarten).
• Provide a copy of most recent comprehensive report card (transfer applicants).
• Have satisfactory conduct, skills and behaviors (applicants for grades one through five).
• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals (all

applicants).
• If a family chooses to move outside of Double Tree’s boundaries, the student must meet the Optional Program’s requirements to

remain at the school.
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain all of the entrance requirements.
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Douglass High School
Applicants to the program must:

• Score at or above the 50th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts subtest on the current TCAP, other nationally normed
achievement test, or on comparable subtests on current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test, (Critical Reading/Reading and English/
Writing skills).

• Score at least Proficient on the appropriate End-of-Course exams.
• Have A’s or B’s with no more than two C’s as semester averages.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies.
• Submit one letter of recommendation from a community leader or teacher.
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain grades of A’s, B’s, or C’s, with no grade lower than a C for a semester

average in any class, and have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 
15 absences and/or tardies).

• The PSAT/NMSQT is required in the 10th and 11th grades.
• Students are required to complete 500 public service hours prior to graduation (minimum 100 hours per grade level). Each grade level

has its own service activity each year. Special projects can secure additional hours toward a student’s senior project. Specific course 
selection requirements and public service will be discussed when applicants are approved. Students are required to complete all 
courses and a senior project for graduation.

Douglass School (K-8)
Applicants to the program must:

• Submit an original copy of birth certificate (applicants for Kindergarten).
• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants

for first grade).
• Have satisfactory conduct, C’s or above in all academic subjects, as well as satisfactory grades in all support subjects on most recent

comprehensive report card (applicants for second through fifth grades).
• Attain the 50th percentile or above on the Reading/Language Arts subtest of the TCAP or other nationally normed achievement test,

have satisfactory conduct, have no more than two C’s in all academic subjects, have satisfactory grades in all support subjects, and 
provide one letter of recommendation from a community leader, educator, or school administrator (applicants for sixth through eighth 
grades).

• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school and to each class, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early
dismissals (all applicants).

• To remain in the program, a student must meet and maintain all of the entrance requirements, including grades, conduct, skills and
behaviors, academic and support subjects, and attendance. Students must earn a total of 50 public service hours prior to completing 
eighth grade.

Downtown Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, scoring in the 65th percentile or above in total reading and total mathematics (applicants
for first and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on their most recent report card
(applicants for first grade).

• Have successfully completed the previous year’s grade-level reader and have no semester or final grades below C (satisfactory or
above in special subjects).

• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals for applicants to second
through fifth grades).

• Score at or above the 65th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Parents must sign the Parent Agreement annually.
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain the entrance requirements for grades, conduct and attendance.
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East High School
Applicants to the program must:
• Have a 2.75 GPA and score at or above the 50th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current

TCAP, or other nationally normed achievement test, current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test (Critical Reading/Reading, English/
Writing Skills, and Mathematics).

• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences and/or
tardies.

• Participate in an orientation interview.
• The PSAT/NMSQT is required in the tenth and eleventh grades. Active membership in the Technology Student Association is requested

of all students enrolled in the Engineering program. 
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain the program requirements, earn a C average or above in each course

for each semester, and maintain satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and each class. An “N” or “U” 
in conduct during any grading period is considered unacceptable. Where applicable, all Optional students must score Proficient or 
Advanced on the appropriate End-of-Course exams.

John P. Freeman Optional School (1-8)
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, scoring at or above the 65th percentile in total reading and total math (applicants for first
and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and demonstrate mastery of standards in academic and support subjects on most recent report
card (applicants for first grade).

• Score at or above the 65th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through eighth grades).

• Have satisfactory conduct in academic and support subjects and all A’s and B’s, with no more than one C as a semester average in all
subjects on latest comprehensive report card (applicants for second through eighth grades).

• For renewals, applicants must maintain an overall C average or above in academic courses and satisfactory or above grades in support
subjects for semester averages, with no F’s or U’s on the report card.

• For all grades, all new and renewal applicants must have satisfactory conduct, skills and behaviors, and attendance, including
promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals for the year). 

Germantown Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, scoring in the 70th percentile or above in total reading and total math (applicants for first
and second grades).

• Score at or above the 70th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants
for first grade).

• Have all A’s, B’s, E’s, and S’s in all subject areas on most recent report card (applicants for second through fifth grades).
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early

dismissals (all applicants).
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain the listed requirements for grades, conduct, skills and behaviors, academic

and support subjects, attendance, and parent support. Application for admission must be renewed yearly. 

Germantown High School – International Baccalaureate (IB) & College Prep
Applicants to the program must:
• Submit a copy of the most recent comprehensive report card showing A’s and B’s, with no more than one C as a semester average in

academic subjects, with no D’s or F’s as a semester average in any subject.
• Score at or above the 80th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP, other nationally

normed achievement test, or on comparable subtests on current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test (Critical Reading/Reading, 
English/Writing Skills, and Mathematics).

• Have satisfactory conduct grades and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences
and/or tardies.

• The IB Coordinator will contact students who qualify for the program to schedule a personal interview and writing exercise.
• To remain in program, a student must maintain an average of C or above in each subject per semester. Students must enroll in the

appropriate courses each year to meet the program’s requirements. The entrance requirements for conduct and attendance must be 
maintained. 
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Germantown High School – Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA)
Applicants to the program must:
• Submit a copy of the most recent comprehensive report card showing A’s B’s, and no more than three C’s in academic subjects, with no

D’s or F’s as a semester average in any subject.
• Score at or above the 70th percentile in the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP, other nationally

normed achievement test, or on comparable subtests on a current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test (Critical Reading/Reading, 
English/Writing Skills, and Mathematics).

• Have satisfactory conduct grades and attendance records (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15
absences and/or tardies.

• Schedule an appointment with the Creative and Performing Arts Faculty Council for an interview and/or audition.
• Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA) students are required to participate in preparation, rehearsals, business management, and

performances beyond the regular school day. Students enrolled in the CAPA program pursue a major in one area of the Creative and 
Performing Arts while working to meet all state requirements for graduation.

• To remain in program, a student must maintain an average of C or above in each subject per semester. Students must enroll in the
appropriate courses each year to meet the program’s requirements. The entrance requirements for conduct and attendance must be 
maintained.

Germantown Middle School
Applicants to the program must:

• Have A’s and B’s, with no more than one C on the most recent comprehensive report card as a semester average.
• Score at or above the 70th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP or other

nationally normed achievement test.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies).
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain an average of C or above in each subject each semester, as well as

satisfactory conduct and attendance.

Grahamwood Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, scoring in the 80th percentile or above in total reading and total math (applicants for first
and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants
for first grade).

• Score at or above the 80th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Have A’s, B’s, E’s, and S’s in all subject areas and satisfactory conduct on most recent comprehensive report card (applicants for second
through fifth grades).

• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals (all
applicants).

• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain the listed requirements for grades, conduct, skills and behaviors, academic
and support subjects, attendance, and parent support. Application for admission must be renewed yearly.

Havenview Middle School
Applicants to the program must:

• Have A’s and B’s, with no more than one C as a semester average in all subjects on the most recent comprehensive report card.
• Score at or above the 55th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP or other

nationally normed achievement test.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies).
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain a semester average of C or above in all subjects, with no D’s or below in

any subject. The entrance requirements for conduct and attendance must be maintained. Students must enroll in the required Optional 
courses for each grade to remain in Havenview’s Optional Program. 
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Idlewild Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Provide original copy of birth certificate (applicants for Kindergarten).
• Provide a copy of most recent comprehensive report card.
• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors (applicants for first grade).
• Have satisfactory conduct on most recent comprehensive report card (applicants for grades two through five).
• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school, on most recent comprehensive report card, with no more than 15

absences, tardies, or early dismissals (all applicants).
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain entrance requirements.

Keystone Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, scoring at or above the 50th percentile in total reading and total mathematics (applicants
for first and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants
for first grade).

• Score at or above the 50th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Have a C average or above in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects and conduct (applicants for second
through fifth grades).

• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school, on most recent comprehensive report card, with no more than 15
absences, tardies, or early dismissals (all applicants).

• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain an overall C average in all academic subjects, S’s or E’s in support classes,
and satisfactory conduct, skills and behaviors, and attendance (including promptness to school, early dismissals, and tardies). 

Kingsbury High School
Applicants to the program must:

• Have all A’s and B’s, with no more than one C on the most recent report card.
• Score at or above the 50th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on a current TCAP or other nationally

normed achievement test or on a current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance (including promptness to school and to each class), with no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies.
• Score Proficient or Advanced on the appropriate End-of-Course exams.
• The PSAT/NMSQT is required in the tenth and eleventh grades.
• To remain in the program, students must maintain the program requirements, a C or above in each course per semester, and

satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class. 

Oak Forest Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, scoring at or above the 70th percentile in total reading and total mathematics (applicants
for first and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants
for first grade).

• Score at or above the 70th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Have a B average or above in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects and conduct (applicants for second
through fifth grades).

• Have satisfactory conduct, skills and behaviors, and attendance, including promptness to school, as shown on most recent report card,
with no more than 15 absences, tardies, or early dismissals (all applicants).

• If a family chooses to move outside Oak Forest’s boundaries, the student must meet the Optional Program requirements to remain
at the school. To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain a B average in all academic areas, as well as the entrance 
requirements of satisfactory conduct, skills and behaviors, academic and support subjects, and attendance. 

62



Overton High School
Applicants to the program must:

• Have a 2.0 grade point average with no grade lower than a D for each semester or final grade, along with satisfactory conduct and
attendance, including promptness to school and to each class, with no more than 15 absences and/or tardies.

• Score at or above the 50th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on a current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test or on a current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test (Critical Reading/Reading, English/Writing Skills, and 
Mathematics).

• Score Proficient or above on the appropriate End-of-Course exams.
• Successfully complete an interview and audition, in addition to the academic, conduct, and attendance requirements.
• Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA) students must attend an extra hour each day in a specialized CAPA class and agree to meet

all the requirements of the student’s major department. Students transferring on a continuation basis from Colonial Middle School’s
CAPA Program must complete an audition to determine class-level placement. Students will be contacted by Overton’s CAPA staff to 
schedule audition and interview.

• To remain in the CAPA program, students must maintain program requirements, and maintain the admission requirements for grades,
attendance, and conduct. 

Peabody Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, scoring at or above the 60th percentile in total reading and total mathematics (applicants
for first and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants
for first grade).

• Score at or above the 60th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Have all A’s, B’s, E’s, G’s, and S’s in all academic subjects, special subjects, and conduct (applicants for second through fifth grades).
• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, or early dismissals (all

applicants).
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain the listed requirements for grades, conduct, skills and behaviors, and

attendance. Application for admission must be renewed yearly. 

Ridgeway High School
Applicants to the program must:

• Score at or above the 70th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on a current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test or on a current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test (Critical Reading/Reading, English/Writing Skills, and 
Mathematics).

• Have A’s or B’s and no more than one C as a semester average in an academic subject. D’s or F’s are not acceptable for a grade in any
semester average. Applicant’s report card must show satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to 
each class, with no more than 15 absences and/or tardies.

• Students must enroll in at least six IB courses in their junior year and complete their required IB coursework in their senior year.
Participation in Ridgeway’s IB Prep/Honors College Preparatory Program in ninth and tenth grades is required for students to enroll
in the IB Diploma Programme in the eleventh grade. Other specific admissions criteria, including coursework and End-of-Course 
requirements, must be fulfilled prior to admission. Such criteria are grade-specific and are available to parents and students once the 
initial Application for Optional Schools is approved. In addition to the IB Diploma Programme requirements, students are required to 
take all courses required for graduation by the State of Tennessee.

• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain a yearly average of 3.0 in academic subjects with no semester average
below a C, enroll in the required courses, and maintain satisfactory conduct and attendance. 

Ridgeway Middle School
Applicants to the program must:

• Score at or above the 70th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP or other
nationally normed achievement test.

• Have A’s and B’s, with no more than one C as a semester average in an academic subject. D’s or F’s are not acceptable for a grade in
any semester average.

• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences and/or
tardies) on report card.

• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain an overall C average or above in all subjects, as well as satisfactory
conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class. 
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Riverwood Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, scoring at or above the 70th percentile in total reading and total mathematics (applicants
for first and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants
for first grade).

• Score at or above the 70th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Have a B average or above in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects, conduct, and attendance, with no more
than 15 absences, tardies, or early dismissals (applicants for second through fifth grades).

• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain the listed requirements for grades, conduct, skills and behaviors, academic
and support subjects, attendance, and parent support. 

Rozelle Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Submit original copy of birth certificate (applicants for Kindergarten).
• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants

for first grade).
• Have a C average or above in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects, conduct, and attendance, with no more

than 15 absences, tardies, or early dismissals (applicants for second through fifth grades).
• Demands placed on students as a result of the Creative and Performing Arts (CAPA) Program dictate that students demonstrate self-

motivation, discipline, and a high standard of academic performance. All of the entrance requirements must be maintained to remain 
in the Optional Program. 

Sherwood Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:
• Score in the 55th percentile or above in total reading and total mathematics on the Optional Schools admittance tests (applicants for

first and second grades).
• Have earned Mastery for 85 percent or more of the second quarter in Kindergarten Report Card Skills; at the end of the fourth quarter,

have earned Mastery or Completion for 85 percent or more of the fourth quarter Kindergarten Report Card Skills; and have earned a 
grade of S or above in all skills and behaviors that support learning after the second quarter, with no conduct or content grades below 
S in support classes after the first quarter (applicants for first grade).

• Score at or above the 55th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally normed
achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Have a C average or above in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects, conduct, and attendance, with no more
than 15 absences, tardies, or early dismissals (applicants for second through fifth grades).

• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain the above listed requirements for report card grades, conduct, skills and
behaviors, and attendance. 

Maxine Smith STEAM Academy
Applicants to the program must:

• Have grades of A’s and B’s, with no more than one C as a semester average, on most recent report card.
• Score at or above the 65th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally

normed achievement test.
• Have conduct grades of satisfactory or above.
• Have satisfactory attendance (no more than 15 absences or tardies to school or to class).
• Students and parents will be required to sign a Parent Student Agreement stating that they understand the expectations of

this program and are committed to maintaining them. Once it is determined that the student meets the minimum requirements, an
interview will be scheduled. In conjunction with the interview, students must complete a writing sample. 

• Students are required to participate in our Experiential Lab which is an extended school day for an additional 45 minutes one day each
week to complete STEM laboratory activities. 

• All students will be on an Optional transfer and must meet and maintain the minimum entrance requirements. Preference will be given
to qualified students who live within two miles of the school for 50 percent of the available slots for the first 10 working days of the
Optional Application process. The remaining slots will be open to students who qualify. 

• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain an average of C or above in each subject, each semester, participate in
extended day activities, and meet the entrance requirements for conduct and attendance. 
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Snowden School (1-8)
Applicants to the program must:

• Attain the 70th percentile or above in total reading and total mathematics on the Optional Schools admittance tests (applicants for
first and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on most recent report card (applicants
for first grade).

• Attain the 70th percentile or above on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests of the TCAP or other nationally normed
achievement test (applicants for third through eighth grades).

• Have all A’s and B’s with no more than one C as a semester average, satisfactory grades in conduct, and satisfactory progress in the
non-academic subject areas on the most recent comprehensive report card (applicants for second through eighth grades).

• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school and to each class, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early
dismissals (all applicants).

• To remain in the Optional Program, a student must maintain an average of C or S in each subject, each semester. All students must
maintain the entrance requirements for standards in academic and support subjects, conduct, skills and behaviors, and attendance.

Springdale-Memphis Magnet Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Submit a copy of the most recent comprehensive report card, along with a complete Application for Optional Schools.
• Have satisfactory process skills and behaviors on the most recent report card (applicants for first grade).
• Have satisfactory conduct on the most recent report card (applicants for second through fifth grades).
• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals (all

applicants).
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain all of the entrance requirements.

Treadwell Elementary School (Entry Grade: Kindergarten)
Applicants to the program must:

• Submit an original copy of the student’s birth certificate (applicants for Kindergarten).
• Have parents/legal guardians sign the Parent Agreement annually.
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain A’s, B’s, and C’s in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special

subjects and satisfactory conduct.
• Kindergarten students must earn M (Mastery) or C (Completion) for 80 percent or more of the report card standards in order to

remain in the program.
• Satisfactory attendance is required. A total of 15 or more absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals a year is considered unsatisfactory.

Vollentine Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Submit an original copy of the student’s birth certificate (applicants for Kindergarten).
• Provide a copy of the most recent report card.
• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and satisfactory grades in conduct on the most recent report card (applicants for first grade).
• Have a C average or above in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects and conduct on the most recent report

card (applicants for second through fifth grades).
• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals (all

applicants).
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain all of the entrance requirements.
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Whitehaven Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, attaining the 55th percentile or above in total reading and total mathematics (applicants
for first and second grades).

• Have satisfactory skills and behaviors and achieve mastery in all academic and support subjects on the most recent report card
(applicants for first grade).

• Score at or above the 55th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Have a B average or above in all academic subjects and satisfactory grades in special subjects and conduct (applicants for second
through fifth grades).

• Have satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early dismissals (all
applicants).

• To remain in the Optional Program, students must meet all of the entrance requirements for grades, academic and support subjects,
conduct, skills and behaviors, and attendance.

Whitehaven High School – Business & Finance
Applicants to the program must:

• Have a 2.5 semester GPA, with no D’s or F’s for semester or yearly average, and satisfactory conduct and attendance, including
promptness to school and to each class, with no more than 15 absences and/or tardies.

• Score at or above the 50th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on a current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test or on a current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test (Critical Reading/Reading, English/Writing Skills, and 
Mathematics).

• Score Proficient or Advanced on the appropriate End-of-Course exams.
• Students must actively participate in a co-curricular club (FBLA or DECA) and complete the recommended course of study. Students

must complete an elective focus in Marketing, Finance, or Business Management and Administration. Students are required to take 
the corresponding certification exam for the appropriate elective focus.

• To remain in the Optional Program, a student must enroll in the required courses, maintain a 2.5 semester GPA with no D’s or F’s for
semester or yearly average, with satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class. Renewal 
applications must be submitted annually.

Whitehaven High School – College Prep
Applicants to the program must:

• Have a 3.0 semester GPA in academic courses, with no D’s or F’s for semester or yearly average, and satisfactory conduct and
attendance, including promptness to school and to each class, with no more than 15 absences and/or tardies.

• Score at or above the 70th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on a current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test or on a current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test (Critical Reading/Reading, English/Writing Skills, and 
Mathematics).

• Score Proficient or Advanced on the appropriate End-of-Course exams.
• To remain in the Optional Program, a student must maintain a 3.0 semester GPA in academic subjects, with no D’s or F’s for semester

or yearly average, and satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class. Required coursework 
for Optional students includes taking Honors English and Honors Mathematics each year and at least one other Honors-level course. 
Students must take the coursework required for college entrance. Optional students must take the PSAT/NMSQT and/or the ACT in 
the tenth and eleventh grades.

White Station High School
Applicants to the program must:

• Submit a copy of the most recent comprehensive report card showing A’s and B’s, with no more than one C as a semester average in
academic subjects and no D’s or F’s as a semester average in any subject.

• Score at or above the 80th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on a current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test or on a current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test (Critical Reading/Reading, English/Writing Skills, and 
Mathematics).

• Have satisfactory conduct grades and attendance records, including promptness to school and to each class, with no more than 15
absences and/or tardies.

• Students are required to enroll in Honors courses beginning in grade nine and continuing through grade 12.  Students are required to
take all courses required for graduation at the Honors/AP level.

• Students who maintain the Optional renewal requirements for White Station Middle School will be accepted into White Station High
School’s Optional Program on a continuation basis. To remain in the Optional Program, a student must maintain an average of C or 
above in each subject per semester. The entrance requirements for conduct and attendance must also be maintained. 
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White Station Middle School
Applicants to the program must:

• Have A’s and B’s, with no more than one C on the most recent comprehensive report card as a semester average.
• Score at or above the 80th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the current TCAP or other

nationally normed achievement test.
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class (no more than 15 absences and/or

tardies).
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must maintain an average of C or above in each subject, each semester, and the entrance

requirements for conduct and attendance. 
• Students who are accepted into the Optional Program at White Station Middle School and who meet renewal requirements will be

accepted into the White Station High School Optional Program on a continuation basis. 

Willow Oaks Elementary School
Applicants to the program must:

• Take the Optional Schools admittance tests, scoring at or above the 65th percentile for total reading and total math (applicants for
first and second grades—parents/guardians will be contacted about testing dates).

• Have earned Mastery for 85 percent or more of the second quarter Kindergarten Report Card Skills; at the end of the fourth quarter,
have earned Mastery or Completion for 85 percent or more of the fourth quarter Kindergarten Report Card Skills; and have earned a 
grade of S in all skills and behaviors that support learning for the first quarter, with no conduct or content grades below S in support 
classes after the first quarter (applicants for first grade).

• Have no report card grades below a C or S, with E’s or S’s in conduct and support subjects such as Physical Education, Music, and Art
(applicants for second through fifth grades).

• Score at or above the 65th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on the TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test (applicants for third through fifth grades).

• Read from a grade-level reader with no grades below C or S (applicants for second through fifth grades).
• Have satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school, with no more than 15 absences, tardies, and/or early

dismissals (all applicants).
• To remain in the Optional Program, students must meet maintain the entrance requirements for grades, conduct, skills and behaviors,

academic and support subjects, and attendance. 

Wooddale High School
Applicants to the College Prep program must:

• Score at or above the 65th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on a current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test or on a current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test (Critical Reading/Reading, English/Writing Skills, and 
Mathematics).

• Have a minimum semester GPA of 2.5, no grade below a C as a semester average, and satisfactory conduct and attendance, including
promptness to school and to each class, (no more than 15 absences and/or tardies).

• To remain in the program, students must maintain a C or above in each course for the semester average. Students must also maintain
satisfactory attendance, including promptness to school and to each class, and satisfactory conduct.

Applicants to the Aviation/Travel and Tourism program must:
• Submit a copy of their most recent comprehensive report card with a 2.0 or above grade point average and no grade below a C as

a semester average and satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class, (no more than 15 
absences and/or tardies).

• Score at or above the 50th percentile on the Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics subtests on a current TCAP or other nationally
normed achievement test or on a current Explore, PLAN, ACT, PSAT, or SAT test.

• Score Proficient or Advanced on the appropriate End-of-Course exams.
• To remain in the program, students must maintain a C or above in each course for the semester average. Students must also maintain

satisfactory conduct and attendance, including promptness to school and to each class.



11My daughter was coming from a charter school, and when I spoke 
with our principal, she definitely made an impact. She wanted to

meet me immediately. She invited me to the school and 
showed me all of the school's programs." 

Parent 
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