




Shelby County Schools is preparing for both in person and virtual learning options for the 2020-21 
school year as a result of COVID-19. With the June 29, 2020 announcement by Governor Bill Lee 
placing Tennessee under continued State of Emergency through August 29th, SCS is taking the 
necessary steps to assure families and all stakeholders that we have a plan to continue educating 
children in the midst of this pandemic.
 
Due to growing concern for student safety and parental interest in online learning, SCS is committed 
to offering options for all SCS families that will assure an equitable academic experience for all 
students, regardless of if students are in person or at home virtually. During the week of July 6th, 
parents will be asked to commit to one of two options for their student(s) to return to school for the 
Fall semester. Those two options are as follows:

Reentry Instructional Commitment Options for Fall 2020

Option 1: 
In-School Instruction

Option 2: 
At-Home Virtual Instruction

•	 Students will attend their assigned school 	
	 daily, teacher-led instruction

•	 Digital curriculum platform to ensure 
	 learning continues without any disruption if 	
	 an unexpected school closure occurs

•	 Enhanced health & safety protocols 
	 (increased cleaning, mask usage, frequent 	
	 hand-washing, hand sanitizer stations & 
	 social distancing)

•	 Reduced class transitions & large group 
	 interaction to ensure social distancing

•	 Similar enhanced health & safety protocols 	
	 on school buses

*Must complete the entire first semester in 
school; Parents should be prepared for the possi-
bility of an unexpected short-term school closing 
based on guidance from health officials. 

•	 Students will remain registered at their 	
	 assigned school, but will remain at home 	
	 and attend classes online daily, teacher-led 	
	 instruction

•	 Support services available (ex. IEP 
	 meetings, ESL support, social emotional 	
	 support, etc.) 
•	 Virtual parent meetings available

•	 Limited availability of extracurricular 
	 programs & activities that require 
	 on-campus participation

*Must complete the entire first semester virtually



•	 July 6, 2020 - Parents can begin to access their Power School Parent Portal 		
	 to make their selection on how their student will return to school for the Fall 		
	 2020 semester.  

•	 Parents will select Option 1 (In-School Instruction) or Option 2 
	 (Virtual At-Home Instruction).

•	 Parents will have until the end of day July 18th to make their selection.

•	 Parents who do not make a selection will automatically be defaulted to In-School 		
	 Instruction for their student throughout the Fall 2020 semester.

Accessing the PowerSchool Parent Portal





•	 Board approved contract with Microsoft & HP on June 15 for 1:1 Digital Device Plan

•	 Tablets for grades Pre-K-2; Standard laptops for grades 3-8; Laptop with expanded 		
	 storage capacity for grades 9-12

•	 Device distribution to begin in mid-July

Distribution Timeline
 
Grade Level	 Timing
*Priority Group - Fully Virtual	 Mid-July
High Schools	 Early August — Mid-August
Middle Schools	 Mid-August – Late August
Pre-K & Elementary Schools	 Late August – Early September
Anticipated Start Date	 August 31, 2020

 Next Steps

Week of July 6

•	 Community engagement and communication of full re-entry plan to Board, parents 
	 and other stakeholders
•	 Return to School Commitment released for parents as part of registration (in-person or 		
	 online learning through student’s school)

Week of July 15

•	 Device deployment process to begin

July 24

•	 Deadline for Academics (Continuous Learning) plans to be submitted to the State 
	 for waivers.


