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Modifications and Accommodations
Modifications are required for all ELLs, if needed
ELLs cannot fail because they lack English proficiency!

Beginner Level

Use lots of visuals and
demonstrations
Reduce stress .
Allow wait time!
Use hands -on activities

" Establish consistent classroom
routines

" Use yes/no questions

" Use Language Experience
Approach
Use cooperative learning

" Simplify your vocabulary

" Watch idioms

" Reduce the # of
spelling/vocabulary words

" Reduce the # o f objectives

" Build background and teach
American culture
Connect learning to studentOs
life
Check for understanding

" Repeat and rephrase

" Allow ELL to work on computer.

" Provide opportunities to
develop phonemic awareness if
this is missing.
Provide opportuni ties for ELL to
learn everyday words.
Include ELL in content

" Label important words

Assessment

" Allow student to point to
answer

" Allow student to illustrate
answers

" Oral tests

" Extended time

High Beginner to Intermediate

Use lots of visuals and
demonstrations

Allow wait time!

Use hands -on activities
Establish consistent classroom
routines

Use Language Experience
Approach

Use c ooperative learning
Simplify your vocabulary
Watch idioms

Reduce the # of
spelling/vocabulary words, as
necessary

Reduce the # of objectives:
depth instead of breadth
Reduce reading burden by
shortening assignments

Use graphic organizers

Go over key vocabu lary before
reading

Build background and teach
American culture

Check for understanding

In math, ELL may be familiar
with metric system, not our
English system.

Teach English skills in all
content areas (for ex., teach
how to use the index of the
math book ).

Assessment

Extended time on tests

Word banks on tests
Reduced writing requirements
Matching tests

Oral tests

Group projects

Labeling

K-2 Passport to ESL

Quick Reference Guide for
Classroom Teachers of
English Language Learners

Todd Goforth
ESL Specialist
Shelby County Schools

BICS - Social language takes
1-2 years to acquire

CALP - Academic languag es
cantake aslongas5to 7
years

I ELL English Language Learner

I ESL English as a Second Language
I T1 Transitional 1 (fluent English
I T2 Transitional 2 (fluent English)
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You are key!

No two ELLs (English Language Learners) are the same!
You are key to their success when you differentiate! Most
of what you already do benefits ELLs.

It is imperative that your ELLs learn academic vocabulary
and are involved in content learning as soon as possible.

[] Also check out the ESL Curriculum Guide to find out what
your ELL knows now and what comes net.

http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/standards/index.shtml *Find

ESL. Click on OTeacher GuideO on the right. This is what we teach.

Relax and

enjoy the

journey!
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A studentOs alture and language
are interrelated.

In some cultures, it is disrespect -
ful to look into someoneOs eyes. It
may be disrespectful to call a
teacher by name. OTeacherO is the
respectful way to address a

teacher in some countries.

Different cultures have d ifferent
ideas about Opersonal spaceO or
about being touched or working
with members of the opposite
sex. Some have religious food
restrictions or fast (Ramadan).

Some cultures value cooperation
over competition, so students may
OshareO their work or answers on
tests. This shows generosity and
helpfulness in their culture.

Some cultures value Oteacher ledO
classrooms and teachers are
revered as providers of

knowledge. In these cultures,
students are not encouraged to
guestion the teacher. Students

may be confused by our student -
centered classrooms where they
are expected to express their
opinions.

| How cAN AN ELL’S CULTURE IMPACT LEARNING?

I Some cultures place great
value on the family and family
traditions. Missing school to
care for siblings is not
unusual.

I The concept of time is not
universal. Punctuality is a
relative term.

I Some parents donOt get
involved in school: it wasnOt
done in their home country
and they donOt know the
expectations here.

I Culture impacts reading and
writing: some cultures relate
stories metaphorically. Some
write i ndirectly, very
different from our direct
style.

Teach American culture: what is
acceptable and what is not!

Be careful not to stereotype
cultures!

Involve parents in school: invite
parents to speak on their
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D STAGES OF ACCULTURATION

¥ Imagine leaving your home, your friends, and familiar surroundings and
coming to a new cou  ntry. At first, you might be happy with the
adventure. However, this happiness would probably fade when you were
surrounded by strangers who speak a language you donOt understand in a
school where expectations are totally different. You miss familiar food,
sights, smells, and friends. Many ELLs go through this process of Stages
of Acculturation

¥ The happiness of the honeymoon stage may be followed by depression
anger, sadness, called culture shock. ELLs may sleep a lot, cry, lash out
in anger, or even have frequent illnesses.

¥ Eventually, this too will pass and the student will begin to accept the new
life.

What can you do? Be sensitive.

Let the student know you understand!

=

PARENT RESOURCES
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/CompactforRea
ding/kitcover.html Reading Kit.
Booklets of activities K-3. English only.

FAVORITE STUDENT
WEBSITES
¥ studydog.com. Pre-K to 2™ grade

¥  http://www.ed.gov/parents/academic/hel
p/edpicks.jhtml?src=In Government

¥ Match pictures to beginning sound

website of free downloadable booklets in %}ljttli- Jbeginning html
English and Spanish. The “Helping w

Your Child” titles include reading,

reading program to download to your
computer. Free to low income students

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities

homework, pre-school child, succeeding
in school, math, science, and social
studies.

/bll/reggie/index.htm
¥ Oral picture vocabulary:

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities

¥  http://www.colorincolorado.org/ /bll/nina/index.htm

English/Spanish site for parents.
Reading activities. There’s a
downloadable kit for teachers as well as
reading tips for parents in 6 languages.

Grades1-8
¥ ABC dot to dot:

¥ http://www.longman.com/ae/marketin
g/sfesl/practicereading.html Reading

http://games.funschool.com/game.php

?g=dd_abgd&t=j&w=620&h=360
¥ Between the Lions Online stories.
Songs about alphabet. Learning
games. http://pbskids.org/lions/

¥  Family Fundamentals for Summer
Learning. These downloadable
worksheets are in English and Spanish.
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-
140--69358--,00.html

| ANEWELL? WHAT DO | DO FIRST?

¥  Provide a welcoming, safe environment.
¥  Assign a willing buddy.

¥  Check textbook kits. Many publishers have resources designed so that
ELLs may participate in lessons even if they have limited English!!!

¥  ELLs may not speak for weeks. This Osilent phaseO is normal. Be
[] patient and donOt force.

¥ Learn ELLOs language level. Check with your ESL teacher.

¥ Learn about the studentOs language and culture. Introduce ELLOs home
country to the class.

¥ GRADES: Modify content, assignments, and assessments to allow ELLs
to succ eed. ELLs cannot fail solely due to lack of English proficiency.

¥  Visit the Shelby Co. ESL website
http://www.scsk12.org/SCS/subject  -areas/ESL/esl.html  (activities,
strategies, modifica tions, many, many, links).

Gather resources: CDs & flash cards.

¥ Seat the student near the front.

What if the ELL doesn’t speak any English?

ELLs learn best in low -anxiety classrooms.
Use gestures, flashcards, visuals, and repetitive = commands.

Put ELLs in cooperative groups.

K K K K

Provide opportunities for ELLSs to learn American culture (games, word
play, flashcards, nursery rhymes, songs, holidays).

Give ELL a picture dictionary (check library or ESL teacher).
Simplify your language. Speak slowly. Repeat!

Use Rosetta Stone (CD or website) .

K K K K

Encourage parents to read aloud in home language. This print
awareness will facilitate English literacy.

¥  Veryimportant: Include ELL in academic instruction. Teach academic
vocabulary and syntax.
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What if an ELL speaks English, but lacks
literacy skills?

¥  Conversational English usually precedes reading & writing.

¥  Phonics: ELLs need to know the meanings of words used to teach
phonics.

¥ ELLs may come to you not knowing that print conveys meaning. Or
[] ELLs may be from a language that is read right to left, or top to
bottom (Arabic, Chi nese) or uses characters. Give ELLs a lot of
exposure to print concepts.

¥ Teach and build sight word vocabulary.
¥  Provide or record books on tape. Read aloud!

¥  Become familiar with language conflicts (for ex., vowels in Spanish
are long so ELLs may have trou ble recognizing short vowel sounds).
Arabic has only 3 vowels and is written backwards.

¥  Be particularly sensitive to English idioms and multiple meaning
words.

¥  As ELL gains letter/sound knowledge, provide many opportunities
to practice reading and build a  utomaticity .

¥ MODIFY (See Madification checklist at end)
[
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GRADING: Assess students according to the ELLOs
language level. Modify t ests by adapting to the studentOs
language level and content knowledge. ELLS WILL
RECEIVE GRADES FOR EACH SUBJECT ON A REGULAR
REPORT CARD.

THERE IS NO LONGER AN ESL REPORT CARD!

Have you checked out the
translation feature on your dock?
Just be caref ull Use single words
or short sentences. ldioms DO
NOT translate .
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ASS ESSMENT

Each student who shows a language other than
English on his Home Language Survey is tested for
ESL. These students are called English Language
Learners (ELL). ELLs are eligible for
accommodations on TCAP.

ENGLISH LANGU AGE DEVELOPMENT
ASSESSMENT (ELDA)

Each Feb./Mar. all ELLs take a language assessment
(ELDA). This test assesses reading, writing speaking,
~~d listening.

TRANSITIONAL 1 AND 2

ELLs who score a Composite 4 on ELDA exit ESL
and enter a two-year transition period. During these
two years (T1 and T2), students do not receive direct
services unless needed. They take TCAP without any
accommodations.

NELB

Students who have a language other than English on
their Home Language Survey and either did not
qualify for ESL or have finished ESL are called
NELB: Non-English Language Background.
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TCAP

ELLs may receive accommodations on TCAP if they
have received them during the year. T1s and T2s do
NOT receive accommodations.

Allowable:

Sci., Soc. St., Math: Extended time and read aloud
Reading/LA: Extended time



