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AdministratorsÕ  MessageÉÉÉ 
It is with great pleasure that we take this opportunity to welcome you back 
to school. It is hard to believe that fall has arrived. Our teachers have been 
working harder than ever planning an exciting year for you. 
 
We are extremely excited about this school year and we encourage you to 
make the most of it by setting behavioral, academic, and personal goals. As 
you read your Handbook of Honor, pay careful attention to what is expected 



 3 

of every Dexter Middle School student. There are several pages that require 
your signature as well as your parent’s signature.  Have a great year!! 

 

 

 

Dexter Middle School Mission Statement  
The mission of Dexter Middle School is to create a safe learning 
environment that challenges our students to reach their highest academic, 
emotional, and physical potential.  We strive to provide our students with the 
necessary tools to become responsible and productive members of society. 
 
 

 
Dexter Middle School Vision  
We at Dexter Middle School have a vision to create a culture of 
collaboration among all staff members to increase student learning and 
establish a safe and supportive environment for all.  
 
We envision our students in a warm, caring, motivated environment where 
they are provided rigorous academic and behavior standards with the support 
they need to be successful.  Students, faculty, staff, parents, and community 
will take pride in our work through support, reflection, continuous growth, 
and improvement.  

 

 

 

 

HANDBOOK AWARENESS STATEMENT 

My signature below indicates that I have received and read the DMS Student Handbook and have 
read the Code of Conduct and the Attendance Policy. 

Parents should inform the school of changes in residence, custody and home, work, and 
emergency telephone numbers. 

Student’s Name (Print)_________________________________ 

Student’s Signature____________________________________ 

Date_____________________ Grade_________________ 
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Homeroom Teacher____________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature_____________________ Date____________ 

 

COMPUTER USAGE AGREEMENT 

My signature below indicates that I have received and read the Computer Usage Agreement 
included in the student handbook on page______. 

Please check the appropriate response: 

_____My student may use the Internet while at school pursuant to the board policy, and agrees to 
abide by the rules of the policy. 

_____My student may not use the Internet while at school. 

Parent’s Signature_____________________ Date____________ 

Student’s Name (Print)_________________________________ 

Student’s Signature____________________________________ 

Date_____________________ Grade_________________ 

Homeroom Teacher____________________________________ 

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THIS PAGE FROM THE HANDBOOK. A COPY WILL BE 
PROVIDED TO YOU AT REGISTRATION. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
School Closing    
In the event of inclement weather, school delays and closings will be posted online at 
http://www.scsk12.org/. Delay and closing information will also be reported to local 
television stations and radio stations. 

Attendance 
 

1. All students are expected to be in homeroom seated and ready to learn by 8:00 
a.m. If a student arrives on campus after 7:55 a.m., he/she must report to the 
front office with a parent to be signed-in. 

2. All students are encouraged to be in attendance and prompt in reporting to school 
every day school is in session. Time away from school represents a loss of 
valuable instructional time for the student. Excessive absences and/or tardiness 
also result in the development of poor work habits and may affect the student’s 
overall performance. 

3. Each student who has been absent must present to the attendance office a note 
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from home explaining the reason for his/her absence within 2 days of the 
student’s return to school. Excused absences are granted for the following 
reasons: illness of the student, death or serious illness within the student’s 
immediate family, attendance at a school sponsored activity, special recognized 
religious holidays observed by persons of the student’s faith, legal court summons 
not a result of the student’s misconduct, and extenuating circumstances created by 
emergencies over which the student has no control. Failure to present a note of 
absence for reasons other than those listed will result in an unexcused absence. If 
the student receives an unexcused absence, he/she may not be allowed to receive 
credit for missed assignments. 

4. In the event that a student has received an excused absence from school, he/she 
will be allowed to make up assignments. The student will be allowed one day for 
every day missed to turn in the assignments. Students may get assignments from 
his/her teachers when they return to class. It is the student’s responsibility to 
contact his/her teachers when he/she returns to school and to complete any missed 
assignments. Parents may come to the school and pick up books from 7:30-8:00 
in the morning and from 2:00-2:45 in the afternoon. 

5. If a student is tardy, he/she must be signed in by a parent/guardian in the main 
office and receive an admit slip.  Tardiness will count against perfect attendance. 
Students not in homeroom by 8:00 A.M. will be counted as tardy. According 
to research, the beginning of the school day sets the tone for the instruction that 
will follow. Children who are tardy not only miss valuable instructional time but 
also establish a poor habit. Students with three or more unexcused tardies during a 
semester or ten or more unexcused tardies during the year are subject to 
disciplinary action.  

 
 
 
 
Disciplinary Actions For Tardies Includes: 

¥ After 3 tardies, a warning letter will be forwarded to the parents.  
¥ 2 additional tardies thereafter will result in an after-school detention assignment. 
¥ Any additional tardies will result in a (1) one-day In-school suspension per tardy. 
 

6. Students should check out of school only for emergency reasons. Every effort 
should be made to schedule dental appointments, medical appointments, etc., after 
school hours. If a student must leave school early for some permissible reason, the 
student should bring a note from the parent to the attendance office UPON 
ARRIVAL ON CAMPUS to receive a checkout slip. Teachers will dismiss 
students to the office at the time designated on the checkout slip. The parent must 
come to the office to sign the student out. Parents/Guardians will be required to 
show identification. Checkouts will count against perfect attendance. NO 
CHECKOUTS ARE PREMITTED AFTER 2:30 P.M. 

Perfect Attendance  
Perfect Attendance will be awarded at the end of the year to those students who were 
present every school day. Please make every effort to ensure your child’s daily 
attendance, and contact the principal regarding any questions about possible exceptions. 

 
Illness While at School  
If you should become ill or are injured during school, ask your teacher for a pass to the 
office. The school must obtain parental permission in order for a student to be released 
from school due to illness. Students and parents must still sign out in the office to go 
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home and provide a parental note upon return. Parents/Guardians will be required to 
show identification. 
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 Code of Conduct  
Standardized Dress Code 
A description of clothing acceptable under the Dexter Middle School standardized dress code for 
the 08-09 School Year: 
 
 The basic Dexter Middle School “standardized dress code will be tan, navy blue, or black pants, 
skirt or jumper and a white or navy blue long sleeve or short sleeve shirt with a collar (polo style, 
dress style, or turtleneck). A student can wear any combination of the official colors. 
  
Pants must be straight-legged or boot cut. Full-length pants, cropped pants, cargo pants and 
straight-legged capri pants are permitted. Denim jeans, pedal pushers, sweatpants, leather, 
stretch/spandex, and bell-bottoms are not permitted. All pants must be of reasonable length and fit 
so as to remain above the hips. 

 
Walking shorts are permitted. (Walking shorts are straight-legged shorts that are at the knee.) 
Pants must fit at the waist and not be oversized or undersized (e.g., Baggy pants, sagging pants, 
tights, or pants made of spandex are prohibited.) If belts are worn, they must be fitted at the waist 
and put through the belt loops. 
  
Skirts or jumpers must be at or below the knee. 
  

All shirts, sweaters, and sweatshirts must be tucked in. Belts must be worn if pants have belt 
loops.  This applies to boys and girls. 
  
T-shirts may be worn as undergarments. They must be solid white or one of the additional colors 
approved by the school leadership council. 
  
All articles of clothing such as light jackets, vests, shirts, sweaters, sweatshirts, and cardigans are 
permitted as items that may be worn over the uniform top, however, sweatshirts must be tucked 
in.  They must be white, tan, navy blue, black or one of the additional colors approved by the 
school leadership council. 
  
No denim materials may be worn as uniform clothing. 
  
All uniform clothing must be plain without any manufacturer's logos, brand names, pictures, or 
insignias visible on the clothing. 
  
Shoes can have heels no higher than one and one-half inches. Athletic shoes, sandals with straps 
on the heel, and boots are permitted. Shower shoes or house shoes/slippers are not allowed. 
  
Heavy coats, heavy jackets and raincoats are not covered by these regulations and are not to be 
worn during the school day unless permitted by the principal for special circumstances. 
  
Approved additional colors (On spirit/pep rally day as approved by principal): Red, white, blue 
school shirts only. 
 

 
 

Policy 6207.2 
 
 
 
 

CELL PHONES/PERSONAL COMMUNICATION DEVICES 
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The increase in use of cell phones and personal communication devices by students 
during the school day has become far more than a distraction in the school environment. 
These devices are being used by students as a means of cheating on tests, taking 
inappropriate pictures and video of students and staff for sharing and posting across the 
internet, threatening and/or bullying other students and engaging in an excessive amount 
of social interaction during instructional time. 
 
Therefore all students are banned from possessing any type of phone or personal 
communication device at any time during the regular school day. For the purpose of this 
policy, possession means being found in any article of clothing, purse, book bag, carry 
bag, or in any location on school property other than the approved storage location as 
written and approved by school officials. Students who wish to carry a cell phone with 
them to and from school must keep the device turned off and kept in the student’s 
assigned locker, automobile, or other school approved location at all times during the 
entire school day. For the purpose of this policy the school day includes the entire day 
from the beginning of the student’s first class until the final dismissal time of the school 
day. The school is not responsible for any loss or theft of the device while on school 
property. 
 
A student found in possession of any type of cell phone or communication device during 
the school day shall have the device taken from him/her and kept by the school principal 
or designee until the parent is notified and the device is personally picked up at the school 
by the parent.  The parent may pick up the device on the following Monday after the 
device is taken from the student.  The school will notify the parent regarding the specific 
time and location for pick up.  If the device is not picked up during the designated time 
on Monday, it cannot be picked up until the designated time on the following Monday. 
 
Any subsequent violation shall result in the device being taken from the student and 
retained until the parent personally picks the device up from the principal or his/her 
designee on the following Monday and the student shall be given a suspension of two (2) 
days. 
 
A third violation of this policy shall be considered willful disobedience and defiance and 
the student shall receive a five (5) day suspension from school. 
 
Further violations will result in a long-term suspension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discipline  
One of the most important characteristics an individual can possess is that of self-
discipline. While it does not appear as a subject, it supports the whole educational 
structure. It is this training that develops control, orderliness, and efficiency. It is the key 
to good conduct and proper consideration of other people. With an understanding of the 
purpose of discipline in a school, each student is expected to practice good citizenship 
and to contribute to the establishment of an appropriate environment for learning.  
Dexter Middle School has adopted a NO TOLERANCE policy toward the following: 

¥ Fighting and/or threatened violence 
¥ Disrespect, insubordination, and/or defiance toward faculty and staff 
¥ Weapons 
¥ Drugs/Drug Paraphernalia 

 
The Shelby County Schools Discipline Categories (Policy 6207) 
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The below listed infractions of school discipline are grouped into categories according to 
the seriousness of the offense.  This list is not intended to be exclusive or all-inclusive.  
All types of infractions may not be included.  Modifications will be made, if necessary, at 
the discretion of the administration.  In all instances, discretion or interpretation is left to 
the administration to modify penalties wherever extenuating circumstances are 
determined to be present. 
 
Category A 
Assault on school personnel 
Threatening bodily harm to school personnel  
Sale of narcotics and/or drugs 
Possession of a pistol, gun, firearm, knife, or any potentially lethal weapon on school 
property or at a school-sponsored event. 
Evidence of use or possession of narcotics (drugs), drug paraphernalia, substances for 
huffing, and/or medical preparations without proper medical authorization. 
Smoking and/or the possession of tobacco products by students while in or on school 
properties or under school’s jurisdiction during school hours or while participating in a 
school sponsored event. 
Evidence of drinking or possession of alcoholic beverages in school or at a school 
sponsored activity. 
Gang activities. 
Malicious destruction or damage to school property. 
Stealing or misappropriation of school or personal property (regardless of intent to 
return). 
 
Possible Penalty: Suspension and/or Notification to Law Enforcement Authorities 
 
Category B   
Open or continued defiant attitude toward a member of the school staff. 
Vulgar, profane, or rude remarks to staff member or fellow student. 
Physical or verbal intimidation of other students. 
Fighting in or on school property. 
Possession of beepers, portable phones, or other electronic communication devices 
without written permission of principal. 
Possession of mace or disabling sprays. 
 
 
Possible Penalties: Discipline Steps 2-6; ISS/OSS; Guidance; Detention; Corporal 
Punishment 
 
Category C 
1.    Truancy 
2.    Unauthorized absence from class 
3.    Intentional disturbance of class, cafeteria, or school activities 
4.    Leaving school grounds without permission 
5.    Being in an unauthorized area without permission 
6.    Possession of lighters or matches 
 
Category A & B Offenses:  
Penalty: In-school suspension, Out-of-school suspension, possible Expulsion 
 
Category C Offenses: Consequences may include Parent-Principal conference, OSS, 
ISS, Guidance, or Detention 
 
Dexter Middle School Wide Discipline Plan 
The faculty and administration of Dexter Middle School expects each student to exhibit 
proper behavior and abide by the established school rules. The following School-wide 
Discipline Plan is designed to allow opportunities for students to correct improper 
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behavior(s). The plan also provides faculty and staff members opportunities to employ 
several preventive and maintenance strategies to aid students in developing self-discipline 
and self-management skills. The plan will be modified for appropriateness. 

Rules for a productive and positive learning environment: 
1. Students will be on time to class 
2. Students will bring all necessary materials 
3. Students will not prevent the teacher from teaching or others from learning 
4. Students will show respect for others and their possessions 
5. Students will follow directions given by faculty and staff members the first time 

given 
6. Students will keep hands, feet, and other objects to themselves 
7. Students will stay in their seats and talk only with permission from teacher 
8. Students will not eat, drink, or chew gum in classrooms or hallways 
9. Students will move quietly in the halls, restrooms, and cafeteria 
10. Students will follow all rules in the cafeteria as directed 

 
 
The breaking of rules will result in the following consequences: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEPS Of the DMS School-Wide Discipline Plan 

1. Warning 
2. Conduct Slip issued to student 
3. Conduct slip issued to student & parent contacted by the teacher that issued the 

conduct slip (before the end of the school day) 
4. Conduct slip issued/Student meets with team (during regular school day)/parent 

contacted 
5. Conduct slip issued/Student assigned team detention (before or after school)/parent 

contacted 
6. Conduct slip issued/Student, parents/guardians and team conference. Student may 

be asked to sign a behavior contract. 
7. Disciplinary referral to the administration/teacher contacts parent. In addition to 

an ISS or OSS suspension, the administrator may recommend ART, SAP, or 
administrative detention. 

 
This discipline procedure gives the students seven (7) chances to change behavior 
before being referred to an administrator. Additionally, we have included all the 
necessary steps of modification and documentation in case we decide to recommend 
alternative education. 
 
**If suspended or placed in detention, student will not be permitted to attend or 
participate in school functions. 
**5 (+) unexcused absences will result in denial of some privileges. 

Prohibited Items: Bringing radios, tape recorders, walkmans, lighters, disc players, 
cameras, skateboards, shoes with wheels, musical instruments (other than those used by 
band and orchestra members), cell phones, beepers, or any dangerous, illegal or 
disturbing articles to school is prohibited. They have no place in an academic 
environment and expensive items cannot be safely secured at school. When such items 
are brought to school they will be subject to confiscation by teachers or administrators. If 
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confiscated, the items will ONLY be returned to a parent/guardian of the student on 
the following Monday after the device is taken from the student between the hours 
of 3:15 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. If the device is not picked up during the designated time 
on Monday, it cannot be picked up until the designated time on the following 
Monday. No exceptions. Disciplinary consequences may ensue as well. 
 

Food and Beverages: Food and beverages may be consumed only in the cafeteria. Candy, 
beverages, etc., are not to be consumed in other areas of the building, except with permission of a 
staff member. 

Hall Conduct: Appropriate hallway behavior is essential if students are to be able to move safely 
and quickly between classes. Students should walk, not run, through the hallways, socialize in a 
manner that does not block the flow of traffic, and concentrate on getting materials from lockers 
and moving onto the next class on time. 

REWARDS 
A host of activities and events have been planned to reward good behavior and/or academic 
excellence. A few of the activities include an Honor Roll Recognition Program, Pizza Parties, and 
Field Trips, (to recognize those individuals each nine weeks with perfect attendance). 
 

 
 

SHELBY COUNTY SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL BUS RULES 

 
“DON’T LOSE YOUR RIDING PRIVILEGE” 

 
1. Observe the same conduct as in the classroom 
2. Students may only ride the bus which serves their home address and 

may only board or get off the bus at their assigned stop. 
3. Students should be at their assigned bus stop 5 minutes before the 

scheduled pickup time. 
4. Cooperate with the driver. Students will board, depart and cross the 

roadway as per instructions from the bus driver. 
5. Students must remain in their seat, aisle must be clear. Keep head, 

hands, and feet inside the bus. 
6. Bus driver is authorized to assign seats. 
7. Be courteous, use no profane language. 
8. Keep the bus clean, do not eat or drink. 
9. Do not be destructive. Students will not throw any item in/out of the 

bus. 
10. Backpack size is limited to one the student can pick up and hold in 

their lap. 
11. *Large band instruments are not allowed on the school bus. 
12. Live animals are not allowed on the school bus. 
13. Students may not have access to cell phones, pagers, radios, CD/DVD 

players, headphones, and other electronic equipment on the school 
bus. 

14. Smoking and the use of any tobacco product on a school bus is 
prohibited. 

 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
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RETURN THIS PORTION OF THE FORM TO YOUR STUDENT’S HOMEROOM 
TEACHER THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL. 

 
I have reviewed the above rules with my child who attends Dexter Middle School. 
 
_________________________ _______________________    ____________ 

  Student’s Name         Parent’s Signature            Date 
 
 

__________________     __________________     __________     __________________   
       Bus Number    Route Number     Grade  Homeroom Teacher 

 
 

DEXTER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CAFETERIA RULES 

 
Students are expected to: 

1. Enter the cafeteria in an orderly fashion. 
2. Treat everyone with respect. 
3. Not chew gum. 
4. Pay for all food and eat it in the cafeteria. 
5. Speak quietly at all times. 
6. Stay seated at your assigned table until dismissed. 
7. Remain in the same seat for the entire lunch period. 
8. Ask permission to leave your seat or to leave the cafeteria. 
9. Use appropriate manners while eating in the cafeteria. 
10. Leave table and area clean. Pick up all trash and dispose of it properly. 
11. Do not throw anything. 
12. Keep all food and drink in the cafeteria only. No food or drink will be taken 

outside of the cafeteria for any reason, except with administrative permission. 
 
Consequences  

1. Warning 
2. Silent Lunch (Phone call to parent) 
3. Team Detention 
4. Administrative Detention 
5. ISS 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 
PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THIS PAGE FROM THE HANDBOOK. YOU WILL 
RECEIVE ANOTHER COPY AT REGISTRATION. 
 

I understand and agree to follow the Dexter Middle School Cafeteria Rules. I further 
understand that failure to follow these rules will result in disciplinary action. 

Student’s Name (Print)_________________________________ 

Student’s Signature____________________________________ 

Date_____________________ Grade_________________ 

Homeroom Teacher____________________________________ 
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I have reviewed the above rules with my child. 

Parent’s Signature_____________________ Date____________ 

 
 
Anti-Bullying 
 We believe everybody should enjoy our school equally, and feel safe and 

accepted regardless of color, race, gender, popularity, athletic ability, 
intelligence, religion and nationality.  All students, parents, and teachers 
are required to sign the DMS Anti-Bullying pledge.  The pledge is: 
1. Value student differences and treat others with respect. 
2. Not become involved in bullying incidents or be a bully. 
3. Be aware of the school’s policies and support system with regard to 

bullying. 
4. Report honestly and immediately all incidents of bullying to a faculty 

member. 
5. Be alert in places around the school where there is less adult 

supervision such as restrooms, locker rooms, and corridors. 
6. Support students who have been or are subject to bullying. 
7. Talk to teachers and parents about my concerns and issues regarding 

bullying. 
8. Work with other students and faculty to help the school deal with 

bullying effectively. 
9. Provide a good role model for younger students and support them if 

bullying occurs. 
10. Participate fully and contribute to assemblies dealing with bullying. 

 
Types of Bullying: 
 
Physical (Automatic Suspension) Social Emotional 
Hitting/Kicking Gossiping Insulting gestures 
Spitting/Pushing Starting rumors Name-calling 
Shoving/Punching Ostracizing Teasing 
Flashing a weapon Humiliating Staring-leering 
Stealing/Harming Property   
Stalking/Harassment   
 
 
Hall Passes 
No student may be out of his assigned classroom during class periods 
without a hall pass, unless school personnel accompany him or her. Teachers 
will issue hall passes sparingly.  
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Academics 

Honor Roll  
Students who earn all A’s, and E’s, G’s, or S’s for a nine weeks period will 
be awarded the Principal’s Honor Roll for that grading period. Students who 
earn more A’s, than B’s (with no C’s, D’s, or F’s), as well as E’s, G’s, or S’s 
will be awarded the Faculty Honor Roll. 
 
Class Materials  
Each student is responsible for bringing required books, paper, and writing 
instruments to class each day. Materials not related to schoolwork should be 
left at home and may be taken from the student if brought to school. The 
student’s parents may reclaim such items. 
 
 
Textbooks 
Textbooks are issued to students for one year of use. At the end of each year, 
the school retains ownership of them. The student assumes the responsibility 
for the care, upkeep, and proper maintenance of each textbook he or she is 
issued, and is expected to turn in each book at the end of his/her 
participation in the class, or pay for any book lost, destroyed, stolen or 
mutilated. To ensure books are not damaged and rendered useless, textbooks 
should be covered. The condition of each book issued will be assessed at the 
close of the year and book fines will be issued. Report card and records may 
not be issued until all books are turned in and/or fees paid. 
 
 
Book Bags 
Students may use book bags to transport books, lunches, and gym clothes to 
and from school. However, students will not be allowed to carry book bags 
from class to class during the school day. Students should store their book 
bags in their lockers when they arrive at school and take them home when 
they depart the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEXTER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
SUPPLY LIST  

2008/2009 
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5TH GRADE 
 
*Agenda Book (May be purchased at DMS bookstore)                        
    
1 Pencil Bag with a zipper (no pencil boxes)    *Tuesday Folder 
2 Boxes of #2 Lead Pencils 24 ct.     *Recorder for Music 
2 packs wide –Ruled Notebook Paper    
5 3subject spiral notebooks w/ pocket folder dividers 
   (1 red, 1 blue, 1green, 1yellow, 1 purple)   
1 Math Protractor      
1 - 8 count box of Markers      Optional: 
24 count box of Crayons      1 pack of copy paper 
1 - 12 count box of Colored Pencils      
1 pair Scissors (blunt edge) 
1- Combination Lock (no key locks, no light-up locks, no large ball locks)    
2 Boxes of Clorox Wipes   
3 Boxes of Kleenex Tissue       
2 Dry Erase Markers 
2 Hand Sanitizer w/ pump  
1  12-inch Ruler 
4 Glue Sticks 
 
 
 
 
6TH GRADE 
 
*Agenda Book (May be purchased at DMS bookstore) 
3 Ring Binder          
Combination Lock     *Tuesday Folder 
Dividers with pockets for binder                                
2 glue sticks 
1 pair of scissors      
1 box of Pencils      
Wide-rule notebook paper 
2 Boxes of Kleenex 
1 Container of Clorox Wipes 
2 Dry Erase Markers (low odor) 
1 High Lighter 
Large Ziploc Bags from Boys 
Small Ziploc Bags from Girls 
Paper Towels      
Crayons / Colored pencils or markers   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Supply List 2008/2009 Continued 
 

7th GRADE 
*Agenda Book (May be purchased at DMS bookstore) 
       1 Set of Markers 
1 Backpack (Not Included in Pre-Pack)   1 Glue Stick 
5 pkgs. Loose-leaf Notebook paper, 150 sheets  3 Boxes of Kleenex 
5 Spiral Notebooks 
3-Ring Binder      
8 dividers for 3-ring binder    
2 Box Clorox Wipe  
5 Folders with pockets and brads  Optional, But Appreciated items: 
1 pkg. Index Card, 3” X 5   1 Bottle Hand Sanitizer  
 Book Covers     Band-Aids 
2 packs of Pencils    Box Plastic Bags, all sizes 



 16 

2 Red Ink Pens     Classroom Air Freshener 
8 Blue Ink Pens         Dry erase markers 
8 Black Ink Pens    Sticky Note Pads  
2 Highlighters      
1 Box Crayons, 24 Count 
1 Box Colored Pencils 
1 Pack of copy paper 
Calculator w/ fraction symbol & radical sign 
Composition book 
 
 
8th GRADE 
*Agenda Book (May be purchased at DMS bookstore) 
ENGLISH       SCIENCE 
3 Ring Notebook (1.5 inches) Red     3 Ring Binder (1.5 inches) Blue 
Dividers (4)       Dividers (4) 
Brad Folder with Pockets      Colored Pencils 
Perforated Spiral Notebook                                                                       Spiral Notebook (100) 
 Composition book (black & 
white) 
READING Index cards 
Perforated Spiral Notebook 
5 packs of index cards 3x5  
Folders with a clear front (for turning in poetry folder  
& book reports)       SOCIAL STUDIES 
        3 Ring Binder  (1.5) Green 
MATH        Dividers (5)   
Calculator TI 30XA      Lined Index Cards (4 packs)  
3 Ring Notebook (2 inches) Black     
Dividers (5)                 GENERAL MATERIALS 
2 Mechanical Pencils      3 Ring binder (3 inch White)  
Graph Paper                   Notebook Paper 
        Blue, Black, and Red Pens 
WISH LIST       Pencils 
Clorox Wipes       Markers 
Kleenex            Highlighters 
Paper Towels       2 inch metal index card rings 
Ream of Copy Paper         
Sandwich Bags 
       
       

 
 

Dexter Middle School 
MAPS Class Selection 

 
Course Descriptions: 
 
Art – DMS Art is an exploratory program that offers enriched, creative experiences for 
qualified students who are extremely interested in art. Students will learn the basics of art 
and experience a variety of projects and mediums including drawing, painting, pastel 
work, clay, paper mache’, sculpture, portraiture, printmaking, and art history. A student 
may choose art as a major if he or she has maintained at least a C average and has not had 
any N’s or U’s in conduct in art.  Students in the 7th and 8th grades who have not 
previously taken art as a major must present an art portfolio for consideration. Please see 
the art teacher for portfolio requirements. Students will be graded as follows: Art projects 
30% of grade, Weekly Sketchbook Journal assignments 30% of grade, Tests and Report 
10%, and Participation 30%. Students bring a sketchbook to class daily and pay a $15 art 
fee at the beginning of the year. 
 
Band – No previous musical experience is required to become a 6th grade band member. 
You must have Mrs. Stinson’s approval to sign up for 7th and 8th grade band.  Each 
beginning student will learn how to read music, how to play an instrument, and how to 
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become a good band member. Becoming a band student means becoming a part of a 
wonderful group of people whose hard work and dedication result in creating musicians 
and better individuals. Band teaches not only how to read music and play instruments but 
also about life skills such as responsibility, dedication, and hard work, and 
cooperation/teamwork.  Students are responsible for providing their own instruments 
for band.  The grading policy for band is as follows: Daily Participation 50% of grade, 
Practice Records 15%, Playing Test 15%, Performance 20%. There is a $60 band fee for 
all band students.  For students who are returning to band, a grade of a C and no N’s and 
U’s in conduct in band class is required to remain a member of the band program. 
 
Chorus - CHORUS is a musical performing group which is comprised of students in 
grades 5-8.  Students in all grades will have an opportunity to perform in a joint 
band/chorus holiday program. Students will be graded as follows: Daily Participation 
50%,  Homework/Quizzes 15%,  Reading/Vocalizes 15%,  Performances 20%. 
 
Physical Education - Physical activity is an enjoyable and essential part of our lives. 
Physical education provides a child with the knowledge, skills, and direction to begin the 
journey to a healthy, happy, and productive life. Students will be taught the concept of 
fair play and begin to recognize the varying skill levels within a class. Playing by the 
rules and respecting self and others are emphasized as students participate in cooperative 
and competitive physical education activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADING PROCEDURES  
 

GRADING SYSTEM FOR GRADES K-5    Policy 6306 
The grading system for Shelby County Elementary Schools in accordance with the Tennessee 
Uniform Grading System establishes the grading system for grades K-5. 

Two (2) report cards are used in grades K-5; one (1) for kindergarten; one for grades 1-5.   
Teachers should refer to the appropriate card for an explanation of the grading system for each 
level. 
 

1. In all schools, students' conduct is graded as excellent, good, satisfactory, needs 
improvement or unsatisfactory, and the initial letter "E", “G”, "S", "N", or "U" is used to 
report the conduct grade.  It is to be reported at each grading period on the report card 
with each subject grade. 

2. The basic grading system for knowledge/subject area grades is expressed by the letters 
"A," "B," "C," "D," and "F" with the following numerical values. 

   
A .................................................. 93-100 
B .................................................. 85-92 
C .................................................. 75-84 
D .................................................. 70-74 
F .................................................. Below 70 

Plus and minus evaluations are not to be added to letter grades.  The numerical values listed are 
for teacher use only.  
 

3. Report cards for grades K-5 are sent to parents at the end of each nine-week term. 
NOTE: Grading systems other than the above must be approved in writing by the 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Accountability and the Superintendent. 

4. In grades 1-5 (with the exclusion of music, art, and physical education), a minimum of 
eighteen grades per subject per nine-week term should be recorded for every student. 
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Fifty percent of the eighteen grades must be earned and recorded by the interim of the 
grading period.  (These grades could be determined by projects, oral, and written 
assignments, etc.) Term grades given at the end of each nine-week period will be 
determined by the average of daily work, oral and written assignments, and tests. The 
teacher will assess all student assignments and weigh the value of grades given for 
various assignments within the nine-week term in computing the term grade.  This 
procedure will enable the teacher to allow for individual student differences in the 
grading process.  Grades for homework assignments should be given with care, since 
homework may not always be completed by the student himself. Homework assignments 
are of value in affording students needed practice, and such assignments should be made 
within practicable limits. 

5. Semester grades for grades 1-5 are determined by an average of grades for each of the 
two nine-week terms.  Standardized tests should not be used as the basis for passing or 
failing. 

  NOTE: Semester examinations are not given in grades 1-5. 
6. Final Grade - This grade is determined by averaging the two semester grades.  
7. Parents are to be notified within a report card period when a student is not doing 

acceptable work.  Parent-teacher conferences should be held for gaining parental support 
in an effort to improve student performance. 

8. Remedial reading/resource grades are to be determined jointly by the classroom teacher 
and the special education teacher. 

9. A student’s score on the TCAP Writing Assessment will count 15% of the fourth nine-
weeks term grade in English. 

 
GRADING SYSTEM FOR GRADES 6-8   Policy 6307 

 
 
Shelby County Board of Education policy in accordance with the Tennessee Uniform Grading 
System establishes the grading system for grades 6-12. 
Report cards are sent to parents at the end of each nine-week period.  Parents must be notified 
within a report card period when a student is not doing acceptable work. Parent-teacher 
conferences should be held for gaining parental support in an effort to improve student 
performance. 
In all schools, students' conduct is graded as excellent, satisfactory, needs improvement or 
unsatisfactory, and the initial letter "E", "S", "N", or "U" is used to report the conduct grade.  It is 
to be reported at each grading period on the report card with each subject grade. 
 
NOTE: If an erroneous grade has been entered, correction must be made and a new card issued to 
the student. 
 

1. Grades will be reported on report cards and accumulative records using numerical values as 
indicated below: 

 
      
 
 

2. Grades given at the end of each nine-week period will be determined by the average of 
daily work, oral and written assignments, and tests. A minimum of eighteen grades for 
the nine-week period should be recorded for each subject. Fifty percent of the eighteen 
grades should be earned and recorded by the interim of the nine-week term.  This gives 
the teachers the basis for the grades at the end of the grading period. The teacher will 
assess all student assignments and weigh the value of grades given for various 
assignments within the nine-week term in computing the term grade. This procedure will 
enable the teacher to allow for individual student differences in the grading process. 
Grades for homework assignments should be given with care, since homework may not 
always be completed by the student himself. Homework assignments are of value in 
affording students needed practice, and such assignments should be made within 
practicable limits. 

 
3. Regular attendance should be necessary for passing grades. In the event of an excused 

A ........................................................ 93-100 
B ........................................................ 85-92 
C ........................................................ 75-84 
D ........................................................ 70-74 
F ........................................................ Below 70 
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absence, students are expected to make up work missed within a reasonable time. 
 

4. Semester exams are not given in grades 6-8 with the exception of high school level courses. 
 

5. For courses, which have, no Tennessee State mandated exam required during a given 
semester, semester grades are determined by counting the two term grades as 80% and 
the semester examination, or a comparable evaluation, as 20%.  For courses, which have, 
a Tennessee State mandated exam required during a given semester, semester grades are 
determined by counting the two term grades as 70%, the semester examination, or a 
comparable evaluation, as 15%, and the Tennessee State mandated exam as 15%. 

 
6. The final grade for the year is determined by averaging the two semester grades. Students 

who meet only the minimum requirements should be given minimum passing grades. No 
student should fail for the semester or year if the only failing grade is that of the semester 
examination, provided the student has made an honest effort on the examination. 

 
 
Guidance 
Students are encouraged to visit with the counselor for personal guidance and for 
information on grades, study help, and testing programs.  The counselor is also available 
to discuss any home, school, or social concerns. 
 
 
Withdrawal from School 
Upon withdrawing from Dexter Middle School, a student must report to the office to 
receive a Withdrawal Sheet.  This sheet is presented to each teacher, who assigns a final 
grade and signs his or her initials.  When all fees and books have been accounted for, a 
copy of the Withdrawal Sheet is given to the parent to take to the student’s new school.  
A parent or guardian must be present at the time of the withdrawal or written notification 
must be provided stating when the student’s last day of attendance will be.  
 
 
 
General Expectations 
 
Agenda Book 
All students are encouraged to purchase an Agenda Book, which may be used to keep a 
written record of all class assignments. Other important information is contained in the 
Agenda Book. 
 
Deliveries to Students    
Students are encouraged to bring books, homework, P.E. clothing, or band instruments 
daily to school. Delivery of commercial products (balloons, flowers, etc.) to students is 
prohibited. 
 

Lockers 
Students will be assigned a locker at the beginning of the school year. Combination locks 
are encouraged, and the combination must be on file with the homeroom teacher. Failure 
to follow the rules will result in the loss of locker privileges. A student’s use of the locker 
does not diminish the school corporation’s ownership or control of the locker. The school 
corporation retains the right to inspect the locker and its contents to insure that the locker 
is being used in accordance with its intended purpose and to eliminate fire or other 
hazards, maintain sanitary conditions, attempt to locate lost or stolen material and/or to 
prevent use of the locker to store prohibited or dangerous materials such as weapons, 
illegal drugs, or alcohol. 
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Supervision of Students  
Students may not arrive on campus until 7:45 a.m. and must be picked up no later than 
3:15 p.m. No student should be in the building after 3:15 p.m. unless they are under the 
supervision of a teacher. 
 
 
 
Lunch Room 
 
1. Students in the lunchroom are expected to TALK QUIETLY, STAY SEATED, AND CLEAN 
UP AFTER THEMSELVES. Cafeteria conduct will be monitored, and inappropriate conduct will 
result in disciplinary consequences, which may include a silent lunch assignment. 
 
2. Chewing gum is not allowed. 
 
3. Lunch charges cannot be issued for milk or lunch. Lunches or lunch money, which a student 
has forgotten, should be brought to the office if delivered prior to 10:00 a.m. A student who has 
forgotten lunch or lunch money should check with the cafeteria monitor when he/she goes to 
lunch. 
 
4. In our continued effort to better serve the parents and students at our school, we use a new 
computerized payment program in the cafeteria. Each student is assigned a personal account and 
student I.D. number. Parents have the option of prepaying weeks, months, or a year in advance. 
This amount is placed into the child’s own debit account and automatically deducted when he or 
she buys a meal or ala carte item. The school is able to capture every transaction as it happens. 
Therefore, at your request, we can furnish you with a detailed list of purchased amounts along 
with dates and amounts of prepayments for any time period. 
 
 
Birthday Parties 
Birthday parties are not allowed during school hours. If parents wish, they may send a 
snack for his/her child only to be eaten during lunchtime in the cafeteria. 
 
Physical Education 
All students are required to wear appropriate clothing and shoes for physical education classes. A 
note from a physician is required in order for a student to be exempted/excused from physical 
education class. 
 
Medication 
Please refer to Policy #6405 which outlines regulations for the administration of medication. 
Students may not transport nor have in their possession any prescription or non-
prescription medication including aspirin. Failure to comply with this rule will result in 
disciplinary action. 
 
If it is necessary for medication to be given at school, the medication will be kept in a secure 
place, and a staff member will administer the medication during the student’s lunch period. Please 
provide your doctor with the guidelines as outlined in Policy #6405. If medication must be 
administered at school, establish a schedule, which will allow the medication to be given during 
the assigned lunch period. 
 
Transportation  
To ensure safe transportation to and from school we ask that the following guidelines be 
observed: 
 
1. On the registration form each student should designate his/her means of transportation for the 
school year. The attendance office must be notified of any change. 
 
2. Buses will unload in the mornings (7:45) and load in the afternoon (3:00) at the designated bus 
drive. Students will unload and load only at the direction of a staff member. Students must ride 
their assigned bus and load and unload at their designated bus stop. Students may only ride the 
bus to which they are assigned. Riding a bus to and from school is a privilege. Bus riders are 
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expected to behave appropriately to maintain their riding privilege. (For additional information 
see “Rules of Conduct for Riding School Buses” in the Shelby County Schools’ Parent-Student 
Handbook.) 
 
Notice to students: The use of video surveillance equipment may be used in the investigation 
of violations of the Code of Conduct. Students may receive discipline as a result of what is 
recorded. 
 
Currently, the steps of the Dexter Middle School Bus Discipline Plan include: 
First Offense:  Warning (Parent Contacted) and possible bus suspension. 
Second Offense: Bus Suspension (3 days) and possible suspension from school. 
Third Offense:  Bus Suspension (5 days) and possible suspension from school. 
Fourth Offense: Bus Suspension (10 days) and possible suspension from school. 
 
Bicycles  
We urge you to inform your child to use safety and caution at all times. We also ask that all bike 
riders walk their bikes while on campus at dismissal time and arrival time. Bike riders are 
expected to behave appropriately to maintain their riding privilege.  
 
Selling or Trading Items  
Students are not allowed to bring items to school to sell or trade in which they would make a 
personal profit. Students should not swap or trade personal items or allow others to use their 
personal property at any time. The school cannot be responsible for personal property lost, 
loaned, or stolen. 
 
Walkers 
Students should be encouraged to walk on sidewalks and use crosswalks provided. They should 
avoid walking in private yards. Parents should encourage their children to walk with a friend or 
near a group, never accepting rides with strangers! 
 
Car Riders 
Parents please remain in your vehicles and cooperate with the staff and volunteers conducting 
traffic within the drop off circle. 
 
Visitors 
All parents and visitors must report to the main office to sign in and to receive a visitor’s badge. 
To ensure your comfort and safety while school is in regular session, students from neighboring 
schools will not be permitted to visit. This rule also applies to school dances held throughout the 
school year. In order to protect the educational programs from undue disturbance, please make 
arrangements for visitation in advance through the school office. Upon arrival on campus, all 
visitors must register at the school office where they will receive identification badges and 
instructions. While visiting the school, comments must be with your child or your child’s 
teacher(s). It is inappropriate to make comments to other children and to inquire about others to 
the school personnel. 
 
The building principal is authorized to prohibit the entry of any person whose presence in the 
school is not required by reasons of enrollment or employment or to expel any such person 
(which may include the assistance of the local law enforcement agency) when he/she has reason 
to believe that the presence of such person is or will become inimical to the good order of the 
school or unfavorable to the climate of the school. 
 
 
 
Parent Conferences  
Parent conferences are welcomed and encouraged. Teachers are available before school, after 
school, and during planning times. Please contact your child’s teacher via email or contact the 
main office to schedule a conference with your child’s teacher(s). 
 
Parking 
It is imperative that fire lanes, car lanes, and bus lanes remain clear at all times. There is a 
teacher/staff parking lot to the right of the Raleigh LaGrange entrance of the school. The visitor 
parking lot is the left of the same entrance. Parking permits are required for the staff parking lot; 
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therefore, you are encouraged to park in the visitor parking lot. 
 
Dismissal 
Students are not to remain at school after dismissal, unless they are part of a school activity 
supervised by a teacher, advisor or coach. Pupils staying at school after dismissal for a school 
activity are to be out of hallways and with their adult supervisor. Students waiting for rides after 
tutoring, practices, games, detentions, or meetings are to remain in the front office. They may not 
be anywhere else in the building unless they are with a teacher, coach or advisor. Students are not 
to wait outside the building for their ride home.  
 
Lost and Found 
Clothes, books, jewelry and other items turned in to the school office will be kept in a Lost And 
Found location. Students who have lost something should check with a school secretary. Items 
not claimed are donated to a charitable organization, such as Goodwill. 
 
Telephone Use 
Telephones in the school offices and teacher work areas are off-limits to students. Students will 
be called to the phone only in emergencies and only messages of an urgent nature will be 
delivered to students. Students who need to use the phone will do so from the main office. 
 
Valuable Personal Property 
Personal property, including but not limited to MP3 players, cameras, CD players, cellular 
phones, expensive jewelry and electronic games, etc. may not be brought into school by students 
during normal school hours. The school will NOT accept responsibility for the loss of personal 
property. These items will be confiscated and returned only to parents. 
 
Emergency Management 
Dexter Middle School has an emergency management plan in place to include fire, tornado, and 
earthquake procedures. Parents and students are asked to assist in the following ways: 
1. Keep the student’s personal data form in the office up-to-date. 
2. In the event of an emergency, the students will be assembled on the campus. When picking 

up your child, park on the street. The driveways must be open for buses and emergency 
vehicles. 

3. Please do not attempt to call the school. Telephone lines must be utilized for emergency 
communication. Listen to your radio for the school dismissal plan. 

4. Practice emergency procedures at home. 
 
Extra Curricular Activities  
Information will be made available throughout the year regarding clubs, activities, and special 
events. A parental permission slip is required for students to remain after school for all extra 
curricular activities. 
 
 
 
 
 


