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We Believe 
 

· The learning environment must be safe, stimulating, and nurtur-

ing. 
 
· All students are unique; each has the ability to learn and to de-

velop his or her strengths and talents. 
 
· The decision making process is built on partnerships of students, 
parents,     teachers, administration, and the community who 

share the responsibility for student success. 
 
· The learning environment will be in compliance with all district, 

state, and federal policies. 
 
· Individual learning styles will be supported by the use of a variety 
of instructional strategies, available technologies, and a team 

approach to learning. 
 
· Assessment should be a continuous cycle, encompassing a 

variety of forms to reach various learning styles. 
 
· Individual student needs will be supported through a school-wide 
focus on enhancing multi-cultural awareness within the Schilling 

Farms community.  
 
· The entire community plays an integral role in developing pro-

ductive citizens and lifelong learners. 
 

Mission  
The mission of Schilling Farms Middle School faculty, staff, and 
stakeholders is to provide a safe, supportive environment and 
ensure that every student attains academic proficiency or beyond 
in all subjects while challenging them to meet their full intellectual, 

emotional, and physical potential. 
 

Vision  
In collaboration with all stakeholders, Schilling Farms Middle 
School envisions an environment that is academically challenging, 
artistically centered, and technologically advanced, equipping all 
students to become life-long learners and productive, contributing 

citizens. 

School Motto 
 

We Create 
 We Achieve 
  We Respect 
   We Excel 
    WE CARE! 

From The Principal’s Pen…. 

 
Dear Parents: 
 
At the beginning of each new school year there is 
always a measure of excitement and anticipation.  
This year, however, brings with it an added level 
of enthusiasm as we embark upon our tenth year 
as a school.  While the past decade has seen 
tremendous changes as we have evolved, our 

founding principles have remained constant. 
 
One of our major goals has been to provide a 
climate for learning that promotes academic ex-
cellence, respect, responsibility, and a safe and 
caring environment.  Established at our inception, 
our school motto, core beliefs, mission, and vi-
sion have continued to drive the decision-making 
process and serve to support the existing culture 
of Schilling Farms Middle School.  As we look 
forward to this landmark year, it is certainly an 
appropriate time for us to reflect upon all of these 
as a school community of students, parents, and 

staff. 
 
We are proud of the exceptional level of parental 
involvement that exists at SFMS.  We continually 
seek additional suggestions on ways to expand 
parental involvement at the middle school level 
so we ask that you bring any and all suggestions 
to us!! Please remember to join our PTSA!  Jes-
sica Starr, president, and the other board mem-
bers have some very ambitious goals, all of 
which can only be accomplished through your 

support and involvement!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sherry Phillips, Ed. D. 

Schilling Farms Middle 

School 

935 Colbert Street 

Collierville, TN 38017 



PTSA Membership 
 

The PTSA membership drive kicked off the first day of school with 
forms going home with each student.  THANK YOU to all those who 
have already joined!!  Our push continues through September 26, so 
there is still time to join if you haven't already.  Additional forms are 
available in the school office.  
Don't forget: 
    -Enrollment is only $8.00 for adults,$6.00 for students and $5.00                        
      for teachers. 
    -Each class that reaches 100% membership by September 26 will                                        
     receive a snack party! 
    -One class per grade level with the highest percentage of mem- 
      berships by September 26 will receive a pizza party in addition  
      to the snack party!   
    -Beginning the week of September 5, there will be weekly prize 
     drawings for students who have joined the PTSA.  
Remember:   PTSA Members have the following privileges: 
    -Free items from the National PTA 
    -One-year, free trial to online version of Our Children magazine. 
    -Exclusive member benefits such as discounts, special offers  and                   
     promotions. 
    -and knowing that you are supporting your child's school on a       
     local, state and national level.  

 
Lee Carpenter, VP Membership 

Schilling Farms Middle School    

PTSA President  
 
I want to welcome everyone back to school.  My name 
is Jessica Starr and I am your PTSA President.  I am 
looking forward to and exciting and event packed year 
at Schilling Farms.  There are many opportunities for 
you to get involved and help us make Schilling Farms 
the best school it can be.  Our theme for the 2008-
2009 school year is ñSFMS PTSAé TOGETHER WE 
CAN.ò 
Our first PTSA meeting is September 18

th
 at 5:30 pm.  

We will be hosting an Open House, Book Fair, and 
Club Fair that evening also.  Please make plans to at-
tend.  This is a great way to get to know each other, 
learn about all of the clubs the school has to offer, and 
meet with your teachers.  I hope to see you there. 
The PTSA purposes are to promote the welfare of chil-
dren and youth in home, school, community, and place 
of worship; to raise the standards of home life; to se-
cure adequate laws for the care and protection of chil-
dren and youth; to bring into closer relation the home 
and the school, that parents and teachers may cooper-
ate intelligently in the education of children and youth; 
and to develop between educators and the general 
public such united efforts as will secure for all children 
and youth the highest advantage in physical, mental, 
social, and spiritual education. I hope everyone is look-
ing forward to this school year.   
  
Jessica Starr 
PTSA President 

Buenas Noticias de la clase de Español 
de Señorita C y Señora Perry 

 

¡Hola! y bienvenido a un otro año de escuela.   
Welcome to another great school year at SFMS.  We are looking forward 
to sharing the Spanish language with your children this year.  For those of 
you that we have not met, Señorita C (aka Miss Cottrill) is our new Span-
ish teacher at SFMS.   Her family is from Spain and she is a native Span-
ish speaker.   She has traveled often to Spanish speaking countries, so 
her cultural knowledge will be a tremendous  asset to our program.  
Señora Perry has been the program assistant for the past four years and 
will continue to provide classroom support.  Please know that we wel-

come your support, feedback, and suggestions.  
  
You may reach Senorita C by email at ccottrill@scsk12.org.  Please feel 
free to contact her if you have a concern.  Also, please encourage your 
child to pay attention in class, take good notes and study for exams in 
Spanish.  The investment they make in learning a foreign language now 
will pay great dividends for them in high school and beyond.  A large body 
of research demonstrates a link between students who learn a second 
language and higher levels of academic performance. We feel privileged 
to teach your children and we know they will accomplish great things this 

year.        
 
¡Muchas Gracias!    
Senorita Cottrill 

Library News 
We have a lot going on in the library already.  All classes have 
started library classes and the books are flying off the shelves. 
Thanks to the parents that encouraged their children to continue to 
read over the summer.  There are so many great books out there 
that the students are finding, it is exciting!  We are also planning the 
book fair on the night of Open House.  The students will get a pre-
view of what books will be featured.  I've seen some 
of them, and I'm really excited about them.  Please 
come to the  book-fair and help support our Schilling 
Library.       
Nancy France  

Sept 18 Open House/Club Fair/ Book Fair/Cheer Silent Auction 

Sept 23 Beta Club Induction 9:00 

Sept 24 Student Council Induction 9:00 

Oct 9 Parent Conferences 

Oct 10 6th Grade Fall Treat Day 

Oct 13-14 Fall Break 

Oct 16 PTSA Health Fair/General Meeting 

Oct 20-24 Make Change 

Oct 22 8th grade ACT Explore test 

Oct 22-24 Fundraiser Pick up 

Oct 23 Green & White Basketball Game 3:30-5:00 

Oct 27-31 Red Ribbon Week 
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HOWDY PARTNERS! 
 
Itôs time to put on your best bib 
and tucker (your best clothes), 
and join us for this yearôs Open 
House in the Wild West.  The 
shindig will be on September 18

th
, 

from 5:30 to 7:30.  There will be 
plenty of grub provided by Corkyôs 
Barbecue.  The entertainment will 
be the best the old west has to 
offer.  So get a wiggle on (hurry 
up), and return your payment with 
reservations today.  Get ready to 
have a hog killinô time. 
 

There will also be a book fair , 

the SFMS club fair and a silent 
auction.  So come on over, and 
have a good as gravy (top notch) 
night! 
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Get Involved!!  

Citizenship Essay Contest 
 
Itôs essay  time again!  Sharpen your pen-
cils and get those creative juices flowing!  
Itôs time for the Citizenship Essay Contest.  
This yearôs theme is “Pride is Forever”.  
You donôt want to miss this opportunity to 
explore and express your own unique 
thoughts and ideas.  Take pride in your 
citizenship as you expound on how your 
“Pride is Forever”. Parents, please en-
courage your students to participate in this 
activity.  Itôs a great way to strengthen their 
character by reinforcing values such as 
respect, integrity, citizenship, fairness and 
responsibility. Students, whether or not 
your teacher requires you to enter, this is a 
great way to have a little fun, be creative, 
and express yourself in a positive way.  
Put some thought into how “Pride is For-
ever”.  So get started and have fun!!  The 
entry deadline is Wednesday, October 8. 
 
Janet Shappley, PTSA Legislature Chr. 
901-850-5427 

                   PTA Reflection Contest   

Theme:  ñWOWé.ò 
Categories:    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry Deadline:     Monday, October 6, 2008 
Participants can enter as many times as you   want.   More details to follow.  A complete set of rules for all categories and 

additional entry forms will be in the art rooms and the school office. 
Questions??  Contact:   Brenda Gipson, VP  Cultural Arts @ 854-0055 gipsons@bellsouth.net 

The Volunteer Corner 
A special thank-you goes out to all the 
staff  and parent volunteers of SFMS,  
your continuous dedication is what  
makes our school and especially our 

students the ñStallionsò they are. 

Literature Musical composition 

Photography Visual Arts 

Dance Choreography Film/Video Production 

Character Counts 
 
Each month Schilling Farms Middle School 
will focus on a different character trait to 
encourage character development through-
out the school year.  The character traits 
include: trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, citizenship, creating, 
achieving and excelling.  Tools for educat-
ing on these traits include a daily character 
message accompanying the announcement 
s and posted  visuals around the school.  
Please take this opportunity to discuss this 
initiative and the specific character traits 
with your child on a regular basis to rein-
force the lessons. 

Drama Club 
 

There is much ñDramaò going on at Schilling Farms Middle School.  We have 
begun work on our first production that will be performed on Jan. 13th.  This 
musical is a comedy tongue twister and the children are working hard to enter-
tain you.  This production is appropriate for the entire family and I encourage 
you to bring the family for an evening of laughter.  You will be amazed at the 

talent we have at Schilling Farms.              Nancy France 
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The Stallion Stam-

pede will be released 

in conjunction with 

the distribution of 

the report cards. 

Please utilize the Shelby 

County School Website 

With Link To Our School: 

 
http://www.scsk12.org/

s c s / m i d d l e /

s c h i l l i n g f a r m s _ m i d /

default.htm 

 
Pertinent school and 

PTSA information will be 

updated frequently. 

Donna Wells-Hayes 
Newsletter 
dwellsrn27@aol.com 

Schilling Farms Middle School Volleyball Team  
is off to a strong start. The girls won their first match 
against Germantown Middle with a promising season 
ahead.    
The members of the team are:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The game dates are : 
Aug. 27, 5:30  Germantown Middle  DAC  
Sept. 3,  7:00 and 8:00  Houston Middle  DAC  
Sept. 8,  7:00  at Germantown Middle  
Sept. 13, 8:00 am  at Houston  
Sept. 16, 6:00 at Collierville Middle  
Sept. 17, 6:00 at Collierville Middle  
Sept. 24,  6:00 and 7:00 at Houston Middle  

Oct. 8, Tournament 4:00 - 9:00 at DAC  

Beta Club   
Beta Cub students, both current eighth grade members and 
new inductees from seventh and eighth grade, are invited to 
participate in the competitions for the National Junior Beta Club 
State Convention on Nov. 24-25 at the Gaylord Opryland Re-
sort in Nashville.  
Top 10 Reasons to Attend Convention  
1. Meet Betas from all over your state.  
2. Compete in academic competitions.  
3. Display your best arts and crafts entries.  
4. Showcase the talents of your club members.  
5. Hear great speakers and experience great  
     talent and humorous campaign skits. 
6. Travel to a great city and stay at a super hotel.  
7. Participate in the political process of electing state officers.  
8. Share ideas and discuss how to make your Beta   
      experience better.     
9.  Make new friends.  
10.Get Out Of School for two days, just before        
    Thanksgiving Break!  
Students compete against other Beta members from across the 

state of Tennessee in the following areas: 
Academic Competitions ­ oral and written  
1. Battle of the Books (Read and be tested on 8 books)  
2.  Essay  
3.  Math  
4.  Poetry  
5.  Quiz Bowl (general knowledge)  
6.  Spelling Division I (Grades 5-7)  
7.  Spelling Division II (Grades 8-9)  
8.  Tennessee History  
9.  Living Literature  
10.Tower of Power (build tallest structure in 20 minutes using 
only one roll of masking tape and 150 straws; must hold a 
tennis ball at the top for one minute)  
11. Oratory (speech)  
Arts Competitions  
1. Painting (Oil & Acrylics)  
2.  Photography    
3.  Sketching (Pastels & Charcoals)  
4.  Sketching (Pen, Ink, Pencil)  
5.  Sculpture  
6.  Watercolors  
7.  Crochet/Knitting  
8.  Cross Stitch  
9.  Handmade Jewelry  
10.Needlepoint/Embroidery  
11.T-Shirt Design  
12.Woodworking (all types!)  
13.Wreath-making  
14.Banner  
15.Posters  
Talent Competitions  
1.  Songfest  
2.  Speech Division I (Grades 5-7)  
3.  Speech Division II (Grades 8-9)  
4.  Talent-Group  
5.  Talent-Special  
The art competitions are created early in the year 
 and are sent in to be judged at the convention; 
 most of the academic and talent competitions are  
live; essay and poetry competitions are written 
 ahead of time, sent in and judged at the convention.  
Each chapter also has the opportunity to run for 
state office and campaign skits are presented as a 
way for other member to assess the candidates'  
abilities for holding office. 
Students and parents who are interested in participating 
should see Mrs. Nall (8th grade) or Mrs. Churvis (7th 
grade). 

Schilling Farms Introduces Their  

2008-2009 Pom Squad.  
 
Morgan Baioni (captain), Kennedye Braxton and 
Carolyn Mallet (co-captains), Maia Akiens,  Chasity 

Bailey, Mary Grace Burns, Jayme Glaus, Katie Glaus, 
Kaitlyn Haefer, Candace Hearn, Hailey Henderson, 
Harley Houston, Kristina Hunsucker, Juliana Hunter, 
Ally Key, Star Kimbrow, Lainey Ortego, Amia McNeil, 
Anna Miller, Sarah Ross, Alex Smither, and Alexa 

Warmus.    
The squad completed a very successful week at  
Universal Dance Association Camp at the University 
of Memphis in June.  SFMS Pom received all blue 
superior ribbons, earning a bid to the 2009 UDA Na-
tionals in Orlando.  In addition, the pom squad was 

chosen for the UDA "Rock Star" award. ***You can 

support SFMS Pom by joining them at Johnny 
Brusco's Pizza of Collierville the first Thursday of 

each month. 

Heather Anglin  Jenna Cotter  

Marty Fernandes  Nancy France  

Maddison Harvey  Ashley Hawkins  

Chelsea James  Allison Kerr  

Peyton McCool  Hannah R. Nelson  

Christy Schuerman  Marin Troike  

Emily Vallor   

.Internet Safety Rules   
 
 
1.  Don't respond to messages that make you feel  

     uncomfortable or uneasy.     

2.   Never send out your picture without your  

      parents' permission.            


